

JFrischenschlager recalled home 

• CAIRO (R) . — . Austrian' Defence- Minister Friedhelm Fri- 
scbenschiager. under criticism at home over his controversial 
reception of a former Nazi war criminal, Monday cut Short a visit 
to Cairo and flew, home, the Austrian embassy said- An embassy 
spokeswoman said she. could not give an. explanation for the 
minister’s abrupt departure. Mr. Friscbenschlager,/ who. arrived 
on Saturday for a three-day official visit, met President Hosni 
Mubarak in the morning and was scheduled to visit military ins- 
tallations outside Cairo in the afternoon. He was alsqdue to hold a 
- press conference Tuesday. A spokesman for Austrian Chancellor 
Fred Sinowatz said in answer to an enquiry in Vienna that; the 
chancellor had. asked Mr. Frischenschlagerto ensure he was back 
in Austria for Tuesday’s weekly cabinet Meeting. Mr. Fri- 
1 schenschlager stirred up controversy at home and abroad after 
■ meeting former SS Major Walter Reder, who was released from 
< an Italian prison last Thursday 
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Leftists claim anti-NATO ships, attack 

LISBON (R) — A left-wing Portuguese guerrilla group has said it 
carried out Monday’s unsuccessful grenade attack on NATO 
warships in Lisbon port, which officials said appeared to be pan of 
a Europe-wide campaign of violence against NATO. The FP-25 
group made the claim in telephone calls to international news 
agencies and also claimed responsibility for a similar grenade 
attack on NATO’s Iberian headquarters in Portugal last month. A 
Portuguese navy spokesman said three grenades were fired early 
Monday at warships belonging to NATO's standing force in the 
Atlantic which were anchored at Lisbon's Alcantara dock. He 
said the grenades fell harmlessly in the water some 1 00 metres 
short of the nearest ship. They were apparently fired from a 
launcher in a garden near the dock. The Portuguese navy spo- 
kesman said he believed Monday’s action was probably linked to a 
series of recent strikes attributed to left-wing guerrillas against 
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) targets in Europe. 

A NATO spokesman declined to comment on Monday* s attack. 
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Senate debates 
Customs law 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The. legal and 
financial committees at the Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
resumed Monday the discussion of' 
a customs provisional law during a 
meeting presided over by Senate 
Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi. The 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, 
which reported the meeting, gave 
‘no details of the discussions which 
were attended by Minister of Fin- 
ance Hanna Odeh, Minister of 
Planning Abdullah Nsour and 
Director General of the Income 
Tax Department : Salman Tar- 
awneh. Mr. Lawzi also called the 
Senate for a session to be con- 
^ned on Tuesday. 

- Baghdad to host 
Arab labour talks 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — The 1 3th 
Arab labour conference will be 
held here on -March 4 to discuss 
the strategy of Arab labour force 
development, issues concerning 
the Arab Labour Organisation 

- (ALO) and the setting of an age- 
nda for the 14th conference. Six 
hundred representatives of gov- 
ernments, employers and woricers 
will also discuss resolutions ado- 
pted by previous Arab labour con- 
ferences and a memorandum on 
the forthcoming International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) con- 

■ Uerence to be held in Geneva dur- 
• -Jug June 1985. 

. Arafat arrives 
. in South Yemexu 

BAHRAIN (R) — Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat hasamved in 
Aden for wit^ South Yemeni 

leader Ali Nasser Mohammad 
expected to centre on the revival 
of Yemeni mediation among Pal- 
estinian factions, Palestinian sou- 
rces said. The visit comes after 
reports from Damascus that 
Syrian-backed opponents of the 
PLO leader may set up a new Pal- 
estinian “national front.” Aden 
has attempted to reconcile the 
. rival PLO factions but so far wit- 

* ‘hour success. 

Peres to visit 
Italy, Romania 

^TEL AVIV <AP) — Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres will visit Italy" 

* and Romania in February, the 

■ prime minister's office said Mon- 
day. An assistant to Mr. Peres’ 

1 spokesman said Mr. Peres would 
; meet Romanian PresidentNicoIae 
*' Ceausescu and Italian Premier 

* Betti no Craxi during the trip, but 
‘ she said the exact list of meetings 
1 was not yet finalised. Mr. Peres is 

■ due to leave for Italy on Feb. 1 8 
and spend two days in each cou- 

. . ntry, she added, speaking on con- 
‘ drtion she was not identified. 

* Shots fired at 
: -Israeli bus 

it 

jj-TEL AVIV (R) — Unidentified 
r men fired shots and threw stones 
at an Israeli bus in the occupied 
.West Bank Sunday but caused no 

* injuries, Israel Radio said. The 
. vehicle was on its way from the 

‘coastal plain to the new town of 
Immanuel, about 30 kilometres 
. northeast of Tel Aviv. Troops sea- 
led off the area and launched a 
. search. 
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Hussein: Time is short to reach solution 


King voices optimism 
over Reagan role in 
Mideast peace efforts 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein has 
expressed optimism that U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan, in his second term in office, 
will be more able to help the cause of peace in 
the Middle East, hut warned that time was 
short to reach a comprehensive settlement. 


In an interview with the U.S. 
PBS (Public Broadcasting Ser- 
vice) Television, the King said that 
he hopes to visit the U.S. within a 
few months but that he had not 
definite plans for the trip yet. The 
interview with PBS was shown on 
Jordan Television last nighL 

On. the Palestinian scene, the 
King said: “We hope we can put 
our thoughts and ideas together to 
present them to our brethren the 
Arab leaders who are visiting 
Washington. Hopefully they can 
take these thoughts to the U.S.”. 

Asked whether be was opt- 
imistic that the second Reagan 
administration would be more 
able of being helpful, the King said 
he was very hopeful for many rea- 
sons. “We hope this will be the 
case, for there is no much time. 
The problem is as acute as it has 
ever been ” 

On his planned visit to the U.S.. 
the King said: “I. hope very very 
much mcfewMo' visit rhe US. bef- 


ore too long, I have no definite 
plans at the moment but probably 
within a matter of the next few 
months.” 

Answering a question on whe- 
ther in the light of the recent 
U.S.-Soviet announced plans of 
consultations on the Middle East 
problem, the King said: “The Sov- 
iet Union is in the region. The ree- 
stablishment of the dialogue bet- 
ween the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union was inevitable in my view. 1 
believe this is a very healthy dev- 
elopment. When we look into the 
future we hope that all will con- 
tribute towards the establishment 
. of a just and durable peace in the 
area.” He added that Jordan 
.“would like to see others be inv- 
olved if that is at all possible nam- 
ely the five permanent members 
of the (United Nations) Security 
Council because we would not like 
to have a situation where we have 
two superpowers looking after the 
interests of two sides to T a con- 


flict.” 

The King said: “We have alw- 
ays been against polarisation in 
this area, but nonetheless we hope 
this would not happen even if the 
two superpowers were alone inv- 
olved in the providing of an umb- 
rella for progress towards est- 
ablishment of peace. Ideally the- 
Security Council and the United 
Nations should be involved as well 
as all the parties to the conflict- 
including the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO).” 

In the interview, the King war- 
ned that “the tragedy that has aff- 
ected this area for so long is really 
in .its final phase. We either are 
able within the short period of 
time available to us to somehow 
move towards a sensible logical 
needed solution and establish 
just and durable peace in the area] 
or the chances will be lost for all 
times to come.” 

In answer to a question on joint -k 
Jordanian-PaJestinian efforts to* 
move towards peace in (he area, 
and whether the Kingdom had' 
conditions to offer, the King said: 
“There are no conditions. We 
have given them (PLO) the choice 
to go their own way. If they felt 
they could achieve anything, if 
they felt they needed Jordan, the- 
issue is of members of one family 
and we will see how things will 
develop and evolve in the future.” 

(Continued oo page J). 


- Resistance-forces escalate ambushes 

Israelis seal off S. Lebanon 
after killing child in attack 


SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Israeli 
troops Monday sealed off South 
Lebanon to Beirut-based rep- 
orters as security sources -in the 
region said the Israelis fired on a 
carload of eight children, lolling a 
three-year-old girt. 

The child was among at least 
four people killed and eight . inj- 
ured — including her father — in a 
rash of incidents throughout the 
south during the night and mor- 
ning. Four attacks were also rep- 
orted on Israeli troops in which at 
least three were wounded, the 
sources said. 

Reuter correspondent Alistair 
Lyon was turned back twice by 
Israeli troops as be tried to reach 
South Lebanon from Beirut to 
report on Israeli preparations for 
an imminent troop pullout from 
the Sidon area. 

A captain at the mountainous 
Baler crossing said orders were 
received Sunday to stop jou- 
rnalists going south. At the coastal 
Awali River crossing near the city 
of Sidon. a soldier told Lyon the 
ban would last two weeks. 

The Israelis, preparing to leave 
Sidon by Feb. 18 in the first stage 


of a three-phase pullout, haVe suf- 
fered 92 attacks throughout South 
Lebanon this month and their mil- 
itia allies have come under attack 
60 times, security sources said. ~~ 

They said Monday^ s attacks 
brought Israeli casualties in Jan-, 
uaiy to three dead and 24 wou- 
nded, while the “South Lebanon 
Army” (SLA) and other pro- 
Israeli militias and their agents 
bad lost 18 lulled and 16 wou- 
nded. _■ . 

“The south is very tense. There 
.are shooting incidents all the 
time,” a security source said. 

'The three-year-old girl and her 
father, who were not identified, 
were shot at 730 am. (0530 
GMT) at an Israeli checkpoint 
near the village of Bourj Ash- 
Sham ali east of the southern port 
of Tyre, the sources said. Israeli 
troops raid the carload of children 
failed Co stop at the checkpoint, 
they added. 

Most of the known casualties, 
however, occurred in Sidon, 
where tension is increasing as the 
Israelis prepare' to leave. 

Security sources said two peo- 
ple were killed and one wounded 


when SLA troops opened fire at 
random on cars moving through 
the streets Sunday night after a 
rash of attacks on SLA positions in. 
. Sidon Sunday. 

Another Sidon man was injured 
and his 16-y ear-old son killed 
when unidentified gunmen fired 
on their car during the morning, 
the sources added. 

Other incidents reported by 
security sources were: 

— An Israeli patrol was ambushed ‘ 
at Qasmiye bridge east of Tyre at 
730 a.m. (0530 GMT). Israeli 
military sources said a roadside 
bomb had exploded, wounding 
two Israeli soldiers. 

— SLA and Israeli troops were 
ambushed at 10 a.m. (0800 GKTT) 
near Deir Qanoua An Nahr vil- 
lage, near Tyre, after they dis- 
mantled an SLA checkpoint and 
were leaving the area. 

— Two Israeli armoured vehicles 
entered Bazouriye village east of 
Tyre at 1130 a.m. (0930 GMT) 

. after several commando attacks in 
recent days, opening fire twice and 
wounding two villagers. The sou- 
rces said they exchanged insults 
(Continued on page 3) 


Lebanese cabinet crisis eases 
after Hoss retracts resignation 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leb- 
anon's political crisis eased Mon- 
day as Education Munster Selim 
A1 Hoss withdrew his resignation, ' 
and the government prepared to 
tackle a host of problems inc- 
luding a crisis of confidence m the 
Lebanese pound. 

' Mr, Hess’s decision to stay on, 
announced by Prime Minister 
Rashid Karami after midnight, 
ended two days of uncertainty 
about the future of the nine- 
month-old. “national unity” gov- 
ernment. 

It partly eased pressure on the 
cabinet, which is trying to prepare 
an army force to head off sectarian 
fighting in South Lebanon when 
Israeli troops begin their pullout 
next month, while seeking ways to 
bolster the shaky Lebanese 
pound. - 

Tension in the south erupted in 
a rash of shootings Monday in 


which at least four people died and 
10 were injured. At least five Isr- 
aeli soldiers were wounded in four 
separate attacks by resistance fig- 
hters. 

The cabinet was meeting, mea- 
nwhile, with Mr. Hoss present, to 
seek ways to strengthen the eco- 
nomy and bolster the pound after 
it fell more than 10 per cent aga- 
inst the dollar on Friday in less 
than two hours trading. 

. The pound recovered Monday 
to dose at 10.65 compared with 
Friday’s low of 1235 to the dollar, 
but there was no word on what 
measures the government might 
take to stabilise its recovery. 

Mr. Hoss stayed in the gov- 
ernment under pressure from Mr. 
Karami, cabinet colleagues, Mus- 
lim leaders and Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam, 
who told him the situation was too - 


critical for anyone to resign. 

Indicating that the nine-man 
government might have collapsed 
if Mr. Hoss had departed, Mr. 
Karami said its members bad agr- 1 
eed from the start on collective 
responsibility. ■ 

“Our entry together (in the 
government) imposed that we 
continue collectively or leave col- 
lectively,” Mr. Karami said. “On 
this basis, agreement was rea- 
ched... to pursue the national mis- 
sion given to us.” 

Mr. Karami said he had rejected 
Mr. Hos^s resignation from the 
Stan, despite sympathising with 
his reasons, because the gov- 
ernment must stand or fall as a 
collective unit 

“On this basis, agreement was 
reached at (last night’s) meeting to 
pursue the national mission given 
to us,” the prime minister said. 


Hussein, 

Fahd 

exchange 

messages 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday sent a mes- 
sage to King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
in reply to a message sent to him 
by the Saudi leader. 

The Saudi message to King 
Hussein was delivered to him by 
Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud A1 Faisal who paid a 
brief visit to Amman Monday. 
Prince Saud, who left after att- 
ending a lunch hosted by King 
Hussein, also carried with him the 
Jordanian message to King Fahd. 

King Hussein's message to King 
Fahd dealt Jordan’s points of view 
on current developments in the 
Arab arena and ways to restore 
Arab solidarity to serve higher 
Arab interests and coordinate 
Arab stands on decisive issues, the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, 
raid. It added that the message 
£lso dealt with ways and means to 
strengthen Jordanian-Saudi coo- 
peration. 

■ Die King's meeting with Prince 
'Saud was attended by Hi$ Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassau. 
Prone Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 
Royal Cdurt Chief Marwan A1 
Qasem, Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odeh, Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibu Shaker and Saudi 
Arabian Ambassador to Jordan 
Ibrahim Sultan. 

Foreign Minister Taher A i 
Masri and senior officials received 
Prince Saud upon his arrival and 
later saw him off. 

, Before his meeting with. King 
Hussein. Prince Saud told 
Petra that the Saudi message dealt 
with Middle East problems within' 
the context of continuous exc- 
hange of views between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Responding to a question on the 
Saudi efforts exerted for holding a 
long-delayed Arab summit. Pri- 
nce Saud said: “No date has been 
set for convening an Arab summit 
but there are efforts exerted by 
sincere Arab parties to provide 
the proper climate for such a 
summ it to confront challenges fac- 
ing the Arab Nation.” 



His Majesty King Hussein Monday confers with Saudi Foreign Min- 
ister Prince Saud A1 Faisal who delivered a message from Fung Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia to lung Hussein. The meeting was also attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassau (Petra photo) 


Sharaf resigns 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Information 
Minister Laila Sharaf has sub- 
mitted her resignation and His 
Majesty King Hussein accepted 
her resignation, the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

The news agency said a Royal 
Decree was issued Monday acc- 
epting the resignation. 

It did not give any' reason for 
Mrs. Sharafs resignation. 

Mrs. Sharaf, widow of the late 
Prime Minister . Sharif Abdul 
Hamid Sharaf. was appointed inf- 
ormation minister in the cabinet of 
Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat in 
January 1984. 

Mrs. Sharaf also served as a 
member in the National ...Con- 
sultative- Council (NCC), which' 



Laila Sharaf 

was dissolved in late 1 983 prior to 
the restoration of parliamentary 
life in Jordan. 


Minister confirms possible 
cut in OPEC base price 

GENEVA. Switzerland (AP) — 

Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries (OPEC) oil min- 
ister clashed openly Monday in 
ah emergency meeting that one 
official said was considering a cut 
in OPEC prices. 

Less than an hour after the con- 
ference started in a Geneva hotel 
the oil minister of the United Arab 
Emirates walked out, complaining 
that Nigeria was “stabbing OPEC 
in the back” by breaking its rules. 

Ahmad Zaki Yamani, the Saudi 
Arabian oil minister, said later the 
incident was sparked by a “mis- 
understanding” between UAE 
Minister Mana Saeed Oteiba and 
the Nigerian minister,* Tam 
David-West. The Nigerian ref- 


used to discuss the incident. 

Later, the oil minister of Qatar, 
Abdul Aziz A1 Thani. said when 
asked if lhc ministers were con- 
sidering a cut in rhe OPEC base 
price of $29 a barrel: 

“We’re thinking about, as a 
concept, lowering it,” he said. He 
declined to specify any figures 
under consideration. 

The conference was recessed 
shortly after Mr. Oteiba left the 
hotel. It resumed in the late aft- 
ernoon without Mr. Oteiba, alt- 
hough about an hour and a half 
later he went back into the mee- 
ting, saying only that his dispute 
with the Nigerian was “over, and I 
don’t want to go back to it.” 
Earlier stoTy.on page 7 


Weinberger, Rabin hold 
talks on U.S. arms aid 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger Monday met Israeli Def- 
ence Minister Yitzhak Rabin for 
talks expected to try to resolve dif- 
ferences over U.S. arms aid to Isr- 
ael in 1986. 

Israel is seeking $23 billion in 
militaiy grants, but the Reagan 
administration is ready to offer 
only $1.8 billion, administration 
officials said. 

The sources said Mr. Wei- 
nberger and Mr. Rabin were exp- 
ected to try to set a new arms aid 
figure. 

Israef s request for 1 986 is $800 
million over the figure for this 
year. 

In addition to Mr. Weinberger, 
Mr. Rabin and his aides are to 
meet the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General John Ves- 


sey. 

The Rabin-Weinberger talks 
continue discussions they had 
when Mr. Weinberger visited Isr- 
ael last October for talks that inc- 
luded both arms sales and Israeli 
“defence strategies.” 

Officials said that whatever 
level of aid President Reagan and 
Mr. Weinberger finally approved 
for Israel, it was likely to have an 
effect on proposed aid to Egypt, 
officials said. 

Since the Camp David accords 
in 1979 between Egypi and Israel, 
the United States has sought rou- 
ghly to balance military aid to the 
two nations. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak is to visit Washington in 
March for talks also due to include 
military aid. 


Senior Heseltine aide 
admits passing secrets 


LONDON (R) — A senior aide of 
British Defence Secretary Mic- 
hael Heseltine went on trial acc- 
used of leaking Falklands war sec- 
rets Monday claiming he obeyed a 
higher duty to expose a gov- 
ernment cover-up. 

Clrve Ponting, 38, pleaded not 
guilty at London's Old Bailey 
Criminal Court to a charge under 
the catch-all Section Two of the 
1911 Official Secrets Act which 
forbids a civil servant to pass inf- 
ormation to a “unauthorised per- 
son.” 

Hislawyers told the court he did 
mail documents to Labour Mem- 
ber of Parliament Tam Dalyell but 
it was for the prosecution to prove 
that Mr. Dalyell fras an una- 
uthorised person. 

Mr. Ponting, defence counsel 
Bruce Loekland suggested, had 
acted “in the interests of the state” 
and performed his duty. 


Mr. Ponting is accused of lea- 
king two internal documents on 
the sinking of the Argentine war- 
ship Belgrano by a British sub- 
marine in May 1 98 2 at the start of 
the war for the Falkland Islands. 
The cruiser sank with the loss of 
368 lives. 

Prosecutor Roy Annot outlined 
a growing rift between Mr. Pon- 
ting and Mr. Heseltine’ s other 
advisers from March to July last 
year as Mr. Dalyell pressed “unr- 
emitting” demands in parliament 
and in letters to Mr. Heseltine for 
full disclosure of the affair. 

Three times Mr. Ponting dra- 
fted letters for Mr. Heseltine 
which answered Mr. DalyelTs 
questions and each time Mr. Hes- 
eltine discarded his advice and 
refused the politician information, 
Mr. Amlot said. 

Finally, in mid-July, Mr. Pon- 
ting mailed the two documents. 


U.N. chief 
in Hanoi 

HANOI (R) — United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar arrived in Hanoi Monday 
from Vientiane to try to breathe 
new life into stalled negotiations 
on the Kampuchean conflict. 

The U.N. chief was taken dir- 
ectly from the airport to a gov- 
ernment guest house in the centre 
of the city for the first of his two 
rounds of talks with Vietnames 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach. 

Mr. Thach told Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar in the presence of rep- 
orters that he hoped the 48-hour 
visit to Hanoi would contribute to 
peace and stability in the region. 

The formal discussions between 
the two officials will centre on Vie- 
tnam’s six-year-old occupation of 
Kampuchea in defiance of U.N. 
resolutions calling for an unc- 
onditional withdrawal of Hanoi's 
160,000 to 180,000 troops. 

Before arriving on his peace 
mission to Hanoi, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar paid a two-hour visit to 
Vientiane, where he had talks with 
Laotian Foreign Minister Phoune 
Sipraseuth. 

Francois Giuliani, spokesman' 
for the secretary-genera], said dis- 
cussions in Vientiane dealt largely 
with Kampuchea and the issue of 
U.S. servicemen reported missing 
in action in Laos. 


Iraqis 

launch 




lightning 9 
offensive 
against 
Iranians 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Monday its forces had lau- 
nched a “lightning” three- 
pronged dawn offensive against 
Iranian positions on the Gulf war 
front, apparently in Iranian- 
occupied territory near the Iraqi 
city of Basra. 

The thrust, announced by a mil- 
itary spokesman in Baghdad, was 
the first by the Iraqis in many 
months in an area where the Ira- 
nians have been entrenched for 
rhe past year. 

It turned the focus of the 52- 
month-old war back to the ground 
fighting after recent Iraqi claims, 
almost daily, to have hit merchant 
ships in the waterway itself. 

The Iraqis said their warplanes 
hit two “targets” in the Gulf at 
1500 GMT Sunday and a Greek 
tanker, the 97.688-ton Serifos, 
reported it had been hit by a mis- 
sile at that time. 

The vessePs captain. Elftherios 
Fragoulis. told Reuters by ship- 
to-shore radio that he had no idea 
where the missile came from. But 
shipping officials around the Gulf 
said it was almost certainly an 
Iraqi air strike, probably with an 
air-to-surface Exace t missile fired 
from a position far out of sight of 
die ship. 

Baghdad Radio interrupted its 
normal programmes at 2.30 p.m. 
(1130 GMT) Monday to bro- 
adcast the military spokesman's 
announcement. He said many Ira- 
nian troops had been killed and 
that the Iraqis had captured a 
number of Iranian positions. 

The spokesman referred only to 
“the southern sector” of the war 
front, which covers an area north 
and east of Basra. Iraq's major 
Gulf port before the war broke out 
in-September 1980. Diplomats in 
the Gulf said it appeared likely 
that if the Iraqis had entered Ira- 
nian territory, they would have 
said so. 

Iranian troops have occupied 
Iraqi territoiy in the area, mostly 
marshlands but some of it known 
to be sitting on significant oil res- 
erves. since a major Iranian thrust 
in February last year. 

The Iranians had tanks and 
heavy artillery within range of 
Basra and the Iraqis have accused 
their enemy often of shelling the 
city. 

Meanwhile, the air attack on the 
Serifos brought to six the number 
of vessels confirmed hit in the Gulf 
this year. More than 50 vessels 
were hit last year after Iraq ext- 
ended the war into the waterway 
in March. The Iranian airforce has 
also hit a number of vessels after 
starting to retaliate last May. 

The Serifos was hit soon after 
leaving the Saudi Arabian oil ter- 
minal at Ras Tannurah, although 
she was unladen, for Kuwait. The 
Iraqis have rarely struck so far 
south but Gulf shipping officials 
-said they recently began using new 
French-made Fl-C mirage fig- 
hters which give them longer 
range. 

The officials said it was unlikely 
the Iraqis had deliberately tar- 
get! ed a vessel between Saudi 
Arabia mid Kuwait. 

The attack was just after nig- 
htfall whereas Iranian air attacks 
have generally been in day ligh t. 

Captain Fragoulis told Reuters 
his crew of 27 Greeks and six oth- 
ers escaped unharmed. “There 
iwas a flash on the starboard side. 
Seconds later, it exploded. I did 
not see what attacked us ” he said. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

For the Middle East office of a major international 
company, the applicant should have full command 
both, spoken and written, of the Arabic and English 
languages. Salary will be given to age, experience* 
and proficiency. A certain amount of technical und- 
erstanding would be an asset, but not essential at 
the outset. 

Please cal! Teh 845974 
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Egypt, Israel resume talks 
amid promises of new ideas 

_ « . v n jl ® . J T _ If mrrn to nrovlrl^ latir 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY Ji 


BEERSHEBA, Israel (R) — Egyptian and IsraeU 
negotiators Monday started their second roond of 
talks on the disputed Sinai coastal strip of Taba after 
both sides promised to come to Monday session with 
new ideas. 


The negotiations, the first in 
two years, aim at finding common 
ground on the- issue of security in 
the tiny beach area whose national 
status was left unresolved when 
Israel withdrew from the Sinai 
Desen in 1982. 

No progress was reported in 
Sunday's first round between For- 
eign Ministry officials from both 
countries. The session is to end 
Tuesday, with further talks sch- 
eduled to be held at IsmaUiya in 
Egypt- , . r 

Egyptian delegation chief 
Abdul Halim Badawi, a senior 
Foreign Ministry official . said in 
his opening statement that Egypt 
was determined to improve its rel- 
ations with Israel. 

But he objected to the sta- 


tioning of Israeli police in Taba, 
saying it violated an agreement 
reached in April, 1982 when Isr- 
ael handed back the rest of the 
Sinai peninsula under a 1979 
peace treaty between the two cou- 
ntries. 

Although Badawi reiterated 
that Cairo considered Taba Egy- 
ptian. the talks are dealing only 
with an interim arrangement and 
not directly with sovereignty. 

Israel and Egypt agreed in 1 982 
to bring in a contingent of the Mul- 
tinational Force of Observers 
(MFOl to provide security in 
Taba, a narrow strip of sand on 
which the Israelis have built a lux- 
ury hotel and a beach club. 

But they disagree on the def- 
inition of security. Egypt wants 


the MFO to provide law and 
order, whereas Israel wants to 
keep its police there and have the 
international force play a more 
general role. 

The leader of the IsraeU del- 
egation, Zvi Kedar, a senior For- 
eign Ministry official, said he 
hoped the talks would produce a 
fresh beginning for a broader dia- 
logue. 

Israeli politicians are divided 
over whether Cairo really wants to 
improve, relations or whether 
Taba has served as a pretext for 
not returning its ambassador to 
Tel Aviv and generally keeping 
Israel at a distance as Egypt works 
its way back into the Arab fold. 

Relations between the two cou- 
ntries have been cool since Israel 
invaded Lebanon in June, 1982. 

Cairo withdrew its envoy and 
said improved ties depended on 
an Israeli withdrawal from Leb-’ 
anon and Taba and better con- 
ditions for Palestinians in the occ- 
upied West Bank and Gaza. 



Sudanese rebels free. 


4 hostages in Ethiopia 


'"'ii 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Sud- 
anese rebels Monday handed over 
to the . Ethiopian government 
three Europeans and a Kenyan 
held hostage for nearly a year, a 
. Foreign- Ministry statement said. 

The statement said the hos- 
tages, two Ftenchmeo, a Briton 
and a Kenyan phot, were in turn 
handed over to representatives of 
their employers, Compagnie de 
Construction Internationale 
(CCI). 

The statement said their release 
followed 12 sessions of “delicate 
and complex” negotiations to res- 


suspended work on the project, v - 
Mrs. Moreon, who waspregnaiSf , 
when she was seized; wasreleasedl 
with her son last March and flown 
to Nairobi. . «*■ 

The 350-kilometre canal is des^ 
igned to bypass swamps and save 
Nile water from wastage through* 
evaporation and flooding. Tbp' 
rebels, who aim to overthrow* ■■ 
Sudanese President Jaafar Num- 
eiri. say it would deprive local n> 
bes of water mid cause an ecq-‘ 
logical disaster- . 

In London, the British Foreign^ 
Office said it had been advised. . 


olve differences between the firm . the hos tages had left the cou- 

atid .the Sudanese People’ s Lib- ntry on a plane chartered by CCL ' 


SAUDI PRINCE IN PARIS: French Pre- French Gendarmes Honour Guard at Orly Airport 
mier Laurent Fabius (left) and Saudi Arabian Monday after the arrival of the Saudi prince in 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz review the France for a three-day official visit (AP wirephoto) 


Jordan denies taking part in Cairo fair 


Bomb 
explodes 
in Ashdod 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Director General of 
the Department of Libraries. 
Documentation and National 
Archives (DLDNA) Ahmad Sha- 
rkas denied Monday a report that 
Jordan has participated in the 
Egyptian Book exhibition cur- 
rently held in Cairo. 

Commenting on an Israeli radio 
report claiming Jordan has par- 
ticipated in the book fair in which 
Israel was allowed to exhibit. Dr. 
Shark as said “our boycott of Israel 
is still valid and we do not have a 
normalisation of relations with 
Israel like Egypt.” 

He dismissed as “baseless" the 
news of the Kingdom's par- 
ticipation. However, he said that 


there are some Jordanian pub- 
lishers who participated in the 
book fair “but these will be pen- 
alised/' Dr. Sharkas said, adding 
that they participated without a 
permission from the DLDNA or 
the Ministry of Culture. Tourism 
and Antiquities, the controlling 
body of such events. 

The Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) took part in the 
1 7th Cairo annual book fair which 
was opened on Jan. 22 running 
through Feb. 3. Some Arab states 
boycotting the fair because of Isr- 
aels presence have criticised the 
PLO for taking part. 

Israel which signed a peace tre- 
aty with Egypt in 1979, is taking 
part in the exhibition for the First 
time since 1982. The participation 


of the Jewish state caused dem- 
onstrations and riots in the Egy- 
ptian capital. 

Last Friday, some 200 Egyptian 
and Palestinian demonstrators 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A small 
bomb placed among cooking gas 
bottles next to an apartment bui- 
lding blew up Monday in the sou- 
thern port town of Ashdod, sha- 


b urned the Israeli flag in Cairo’s windows but causing no 

Madinet Nasr, in protest against ln J“ ne T s ' police sa>d- 


Israeli participation. 

Egyptian opposition parties in a 
move to undermine the book fair, 
organised another book exh- 
ibition in which Egyptian and for- 
eign publishers who boycotted the 
other fair, took part. 

Meanwhile, after Sunday's 
demonstration against the Israeli 
participation, Egypt police ste- 
pped up security measures around 
IsraeT s stand at the fair but did not 
immediately break up the dem- 
onstration which took place out- 
side. 


An Israel Radio broadcast rec- 
eived in Amman said several 
young Palestinian Arabs from the 
city were arrested. 

Meanwhile Palestinian citizens 
in occupied Gaza Strip and Gal- 
ilee in northern Palestine pro- 
tested strongly against Israeli aut- 
horities’ removal of their olive and 
fruit trees. 

In two cables to Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin they pro- 
tested against the removal of trees 
from a 2000 dunum area in Gaza 
Strip and 80 dunums in Galilee. 


Air attacks not bringing business to Gulf shipyards 


By Dina Malar 

Reuter 

BAHRAIN — Air strikes ag&inst 
merchant ships in the Gulf, which 
.may. look like a boon for the giant 
ship repair yards in the wat- 
erway, have in fact only reduced 
, their business. 

Yard operators say the attacks, 
together with high war risk ins- 
urance rates on vessels entering 
the Gulf and lower world demand 
for oil, helped slash repair yard 
business by at least 50 per cent last 
year by discouraging shippers 
from coming. 

And only a handful of the 60 or 
so vessels confirmed damaged in 
attacks by Iran or Iraq since last 
March have used repair facilities 
at the huge multi-million dollar 
dry docks at Bahrain and DubaL 

Shipping sources say most of the 
stricken tankers opted for repairs 
in Singapore or South Africa, to 
get away from the risk of further 
attacks. 

“Air attacks on merchant shi- 
pping in the region have had an 


adverse effect on our business 


contrary. to widespread belief,” 
‘Sheikh Daij Ibn Khalifa A1 Kha- 


These were the Kuwaiti tanker fro™ Iran’s main oil terminal at 
Bahrah, the South Korean tanker Kharg Island of from the Saudi 


lifa, chairman of the.board of dir- 


ectors of Bahrain's Arab Shi- S 35 carrier Gaz Fountain and the 
pbuilding and Repair Yard (A- Cypriot' tanker Minotaur: 

cnv\ _ ' uai. i >■«< 


SRY), was quoted as saying rec- “About 50 per cent of bbiUhis- uired special .storage.- tanks, and 

ently . iness has been cut becaiise"bP*the additional docks, he added. - * . 

An ASRY spokesman told Iran-lraq war 'Tankers tfMot The Bahrain- -and Dubai-.dtyj 
Reuters that 59 ships used its dry coming any more because of high docks, products of the heady days 
dock and support facilities in war risk insurance,” Thorsten of the 1970 oil boom, were built to 
1984. compared with 101 in Its Andersson, chief executive of the 'service the 20 or more giant tan- 
heyday in 1 981 . Only one of the Dubai dty dock, told Reuters. k e re which entered the Gulf every 
59 was a war-damaged tanker — Mr. Andersson said it cost tan- day at the height of the boom, 
the Spanish-owned 1 22.5 S2- ton kers between $3,000 and $5,000 a ■ But the.world oO glut has - meant. 


coming any more because of high docks, products of the heady days ' 
war risk insurance,” Thorsten of the 1970 oil boom, were built to 


59 was a war-damaged tanker — 
the Spanish-owned' 122.582-ton 


Aragon hit last December in an d®y 10 additional insurance outlay 


apparent Iranian strike. 


if they had repairs carried out in 


The ASRY dry dock and ano- the Gulf - 88 compared with Sin- 
ther four jetties were built in 1 977 S a P°re. 


as part of a joint venture by seven T* 16 D °bai repair yard has three 

Amk ai'1 J...! . -• v. Hill HiV^lrC nf MinnkU 


Arab oil-producing countries. It diy docks, one of them capable of 
can handle tankers of up to any would-be vessel of up 


500.000 deadweight tons. 

Officials at Dubai’s huge dry 
dock, ASRY s main competitor in 
the Gulf, said it had serviced 115 
ships last year, but that only four 
of them had been damaged in air 
attacks. 


to one million tons. 

Operators say another reason 
for the drop in business is that dry 
docks in Bahrain and Dubai can 
only handle unladen tankers. 

Many of the tankers hit in the 
Gulf were loaded with oil lifted 


day at the height of the boom. 

■ But the.world oQ glut has’raeant. 
many supertankers had to be scr- 
apped or hud off with the number 
of tankers using the waterway fal- 
ling by more than half. 

Even before the “tanker war” 
began last year, as an offshoot of 
the Iran-lraq > ground war, the 
shipyards were struggling to stay 
in business. This was mainly bec- 
ause of a drop in daily liftings of oil 
from the Gulf, 

The financial problems of shi- 
powners have also contributed to 
the yard's plight 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

6JP, 720. 1413 KHz 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


MAIN CHANNEL 

17:00 - — ...... ......... Koran 

17: 10 Cartoons 

17:30 Children programmes 

18:20 Trauma Centre 

1&50 ............. Local Programme 

1W0 Programme Review 

19:30 ..... News Programme 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20:30 Local Programme 

21:25 Programmes Review 

21 JO Varieties Programme 

23:00 News in Arabic 


FOREIGN CHANNEL 

17 JO German Programme for Children 

18:00 Des grieves aux Loubs 

19:00 - — — News in French 

10:15 ..... Ordinal I 

Ifc38 — News in Hebrew 

20:00 News in Arabic 

2tt30 — — — Star of the Family 

21:18 - Tenko 

22:00 ............. — News in English 

22:15 Hardcnstle and McCormick 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz, AM & 99 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz, SW 


06*0 Newsdcsk 0fc30 The Classical 
Guitar 06:45 Financial News 06*5 Ref- 
lections 07:00 World News 07:09 24 
Hours: News Summary 07 JO New Ideas 
87:40 Book Choice 07:48 The World 
Today 08*0 Ncwsdesk 08:30 Rock 
Salad 09:00 World News 09*9 24 
Hours: News Summary 09JO Sweet 
Soul Musk 09:45 Network UK 10*0 
World News 10*9 Reflections 10:15 
The Art of Gerald Moore 1BJ0 Tippei 
At 80 11:00 World News 11*9 Britisfa 
Press Review 11:15 The World Today 
11:30 Financial News 11:40 Look 
Ahead 11:45 What's New 12:00 News 
Summary followed by Discovery 12J0 
Wives and Daughters 13*0 World 
News 13*9 News about Britain 13:15 
Letter from London I3J5 Scotland this 
Week 13J0 Spans International 14:00 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 Foreign Cor- 
respondents 14:45 Sports Round-up 
15*0 World News 15*9 24 Hours: 
News Summary 15J0 Network UK 
15:45 Recording of the Week 16:00 Out- 
look 16*5 My Country In Mind 17*0 
Radio Newsreel 17:15 A Jolly Good 
Show 18:00 World News 18*9 Com- 
mentary 18: IS Omnibus 18:45 The 
World Today 19*0 World News 19:09 
Merdian 19:40 Scotland This Week 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An exhibition of the new German 
F i l ms daily at the Goethe Institute exc- 
ept Friday, Sunday and Thursday aft- 
ernoon and win run anti] Feb. 7. 


An exhibition of books and pub- 
lications on the teachin g of English, 
organised by the British GnuodL at the 
University of Jordan Language Centxe- 


FILM 


coDectiou of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Mumazah. JabaJ 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 

1 JO pun. and 3.30 pjm. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tei. 30128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (MBitary Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman- Opening hours 9 
a_m.-4 p_m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc.. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5*0 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


" ABC News —The McLaughlin Group . 
— at 7:00 p.m. at the American Centre. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


PLAY 


* A local [day (The Choke) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 30). 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


07:00 


19:45 Sports Round-up 21*0 Newsdcsk 

07*0 



•8*0 


ming World 21.-00 Outlook: News 
Summary 21:39 Stock Market Report 

10*5 


21:45 That's Trad 22:00 World News 

11:00 



12*0 

12:05 


Summary; Letter from London 23:10 

13*0 

13:05 ... 


Book Choice 23:15 Concert Hall 24*0 
World News: The Work! Today 00:25 

14:00 



14:10 



14*0 



15*0 



16*0 



16*5 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

16*0 


MW 1260, SW 7200, 9565, 11740, 

17*0 , n 



17:30 



18*0 


1 

j 

< 

O 

> 

3 

2 

18*5 .._.... 



19:00 



19-JO 



20*0 



21:00 


hour. 17*0 News 17:10 Newstinel7:30 

21*5 


Music USA 18:00 News 18.-10 Rams 

21*5 



22*0 


titles 19:00 News 19:10 Newsline 1930' 

23*0 


Magazine Show 20*0 News 20:10 Focus 

23:05 



14*0 

.... News Headlines 

tures 


Royal Cultural Centre Tel 

American Centre 

American Centre Library 

British Council .' — 

French Cultural Centre — 

Goethe r nyimuT 

Soviet Cultural Centre .... 
Spanish Cultural Centre. „ 
Turkish Cultural Centre .. 

Haya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth City _.... 

Y.W.C.A 

Y.W.M.A. 

Amman Municipal Librar 
University of Jordan Library 


661026/7 
_. 44371 
_. 41520 
36147-8 
.... 37009 
.... 41993 
.... 44203 
.... 24049 

— 39777 
.. 665195 

- 667181 
.... 41793 
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.... 36111 

843555 


lions Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1.30 pm. 

Lions Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7.30 pjn. 
Pbfladeipbia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Irm. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 p-m. 
Royal Automobile Cbb. JabaJ Amman, 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


CHURCHES 


MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba arid Jensh (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman, Opening hours: 9.00 a.m, - S 
p.m. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Airfmcrieckri Muaeum: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa (Gtadel HOI). 
Opening hours: 9.00 tun. - 5.00 p.m, 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 tun. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col-, 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by cont em p orar y Islamic artists 
. from most of the Muslim countries and a 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, td. 24590. 

Cbtsrcfc of the Annoactation (Roman 
Catholic} Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

AagSam Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Ammafr, 25383. 

Armeataa Cathode Church AshruGeh. 

771331 . 

A rmeni an Orthodox Church Asbrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) - 
Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisani, 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:10 

06.-32 

11:49 

14:45 

17:06 

I8r?9 


- — - ■ Fajr 

..... (Sunrise) Doha 

— Dhuhr 
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Saudi crown prince 
starts visit to France 


PARIS (R) — Crown Prince osition. 

Abdullah of Saudi Arabia arrived French officials have und- 
in Paris Monday for three days of e rimed the importance of the visit 
talks with French leaders expected by assigning to Prince Abdullah a 
to focus on ways of resolving Mid- : residence normally reserved for 
die East conflicts. heads of state or government and 

He was welcomed at Orly Air- by scheduling a rare visit to the 
port by Prime Minister Laurent- headquarters of France’s Strategic 
Fabius, with whom he was exp- (nuclear) Air Command. 


eratfon Army (SPLA) rebels. 

Ethiopia, .on purely hum- 
anitarian grounds, had accepted 
the request to negotiate between 
the two parties, the statement 
added. 

It did not name the released 
men or give details of their whe- 
reabouts but informed sources 
here said that the foar, Frenchmen 
Yves Parisse and Michel Dupirc, 
Briton Ian Bain and Kenyan 
Gwynn Morson, had left for Paris. 

The four, together with Mor- 
son’ s German-bom wife Ursula 
and 18-month-old son, were sei- 
zed when, the rebels attacked a 
CCI camp in southern Sudan. The 
company was working on the big 
Jonglei Canal Irrigation Project. 

An Australian pilot, Peter Cla- 


British officials said -CCI had 
paid a ransom but they did not. 
know the amount. ■ . 

Sudanese rebels said Sunday: 
they have decided to release fa up 
employees of a French coa-> 
struct! on firm who have been held 
hostage for the past year. A rebel 
radio monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
said that the leader of the SPLA, 
John Garang, had ordered them 
freed on humanitarian grounds.- ■ 


rke, was killed in the raid and CCI -hostages. 


The SPLA said in its broadcast 
that Mr. Garang. a U.S.-educated 
former colonel, had decided to 
release the prisoners on hunij 
anitarian grounds "especially e 
response to the many moving let- 
ters of appeal from families of the 


ected to have a first round of talks The two countries have imp- 


before attending a dinner at the ortant trade ties, notably in the 
French External Relations Min- defence sector, but- French off- 


lstry. 

Prince Abdullah, on his first off- 
icial visit to France, is also due to 
meet President Francois Mit- 
terrand and External Relations 
Minister Roland Dumas and to 
attend a reception given by Paris 
Mayor Jacques Chirac, a leading 
figure in the right-wing op p- 


icials have said the focus of the 
talks will be on political affairs. 

The prince set an encouraging 
tone for the talks in a recent int- 
erview with L’Evenement, a 
French weekly magazine, in which 
he praised- the “positive neu- 
trality'' of France on'Middle East 
issues. 


Sharon claims Time has 


attacked Israel for 30 years 


European human rights 
group to probe Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — A delegation ture in prisons, and for putting on- 
from the European H uman Rights trial trade unionists, disarmament , 


Royal Colombo,’ the Arabian /port of Ras Tannurah. 
Panamanian-registered liquefied The ASRY spokesman said 
gas carrier Gaz Fountain and the tankers had to unload first before 
Cypriot' tanker Mfnotatir: "H 11 ' u5U3g*existing .facilities.! This reqr ; 

“ About 50 per cent of bW ttus- uir *d special . storage.- tanks , and 
iness has been cut becaiisd'bfrthe additional docks, he added. • > '. j 


Commission has arrived in Turkey .campaigners and intellectuals who 
to probe allegations of rights vio- organised a petition for more 


lations, including torture. 

A joint statement by the Tur- 


democracy. 

Monday's statement did not say 


kish , Foreign Ministry and the whether the group would visit m0~ 


* commission -said the* groupjwould nary jj 
-talk -roiiawyers, 1 -. academics, I jou- manril 


oMrlfkfr Meftrifand j$ag- 
in r Istanbul ^hfcre ’critics 


realists, trade unionists aadtg&v* allege 1 ^riaftre&thietf? of 1 detainees 
eminent officials. The ddcgatioii is regidkr. 0 ! J t* ’ * -jy ! 
comprises Italian, West German, 


If the two sides fail to reach a 


British, Swiss and Spanish mem- settlement, the issue could go to 


bets. 

Five countries — Denmark, 
Norway, France, the Netherlands 
and Sweden — charged Turkey 
with human rights violations, esp- 
ecially torture, in July 1982 and 
their complaint was deemed adm- 
issible by the commission in Dec- 
ember 1983. 

The statement said the del- 
egation’s visit was part of efforts to 
reach a “friendly settlement” of 
the complaint as provided for 
under the European Human 
Rights Convention. 

Turkey has repeatedly been 


the European Human Rjghts 
Court in Strasbourg, which can 
censure Turkey. The commission 
and court are organs of the 21- 
nation Council of Europe which 
groups West European par- 
liamentary democracies. 

The council's foreign ministers 
meet Tuesday in Strasbourg in a 
special session at the initiative of 
West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher. 

Western diplomats said the 
council was concerned that Tur- 
key had not yet fully returned to 
democracy despite the restoration 


charged abroad with human rights of civilian rule in 1983 following 
breaches, including alleged tor- the 1980 military coup. 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Former Isr- 
aeli Defence Minister Ariel Sha- 
ron, who last week lost his $50- 
million libel lawsuit against Time 
Inc., on Sunday accused Time 
magazine of publishing false rep- 
orts about Israel for three dec- 
ades. 

Time's editor-in-chief. Henry 
Grunwald, who like Sharon app- 
ealed on AB e-TV's “This Week 
With David Brinkley,” again ins- 
isted that the magazine had not 
lied in reporting about Sharon. 
Mr. Grunwald spoke in an earlier 
segment of the televised show and 
could not respond directly to Sha- 
ron’s claim. 

The jury that rejected Sharon’s 
libel suit “said not that we lied but, 
we made a mistake in goodiafth,” 
&id Griinwald. "“I wish Mr. !Sha- 
ifen would .sibp saying ,that .we 
-lied.”-.- - 

Tlie editor also said Time would 
not fire correspondent David Hal- 
evy, who filed the dispatch that led 
.to the stoiy over which Sharon 
sued. 

Sharon said that although he fai- 
led to collect damages from Time, 
“I believe that I managed to acc- 
omplish what I wanted to ach- 
ieve.” 

A federal jury in New York 
ruled Thursday that Time bad not 
acted with malice in reporting 
Sharon’s alleged role in the 1982 
massacre of hundreds of Pal- 
estinians by Falangist Lebanese 
mflrtiamen. 

Earlier, however, the jury 
found that Time had defamed 
Sharon and made a mistake in 


reporting that before the mas- 
sacre, he had discussed the need 
for revenge with Lebanese Fal- 
angist leaders mourning their ass- ■ 


assination of Lebanon's president fLi fl t 
U.S. district iudee AbrahaikL''- *'■ 


U.S. district judge Abraham. 

Sofaer said that to bring a libel 
verdict, the jury had to find Time ll STfl 
guilty of three things: DefamiqE : u 

Sharon, false reporting and mal- 
ice. , L ■ - k'-2 

The jury did not find malicj > jt* * : 
Despite that ruling, Sharon rep 
eated his charge that Time lied 
and said the magazine publisher- 
false reports about Israel virtual! 
since the birth of the Jewish stat 
in 1948. 

“When you read now Tifn. ' 
magazine reports that were wr 
tten in the past 30 years, you car 
* not huf find' an' attempt to* lib! 

‘ Israel, to-' 4£tack’ Bifael.-tb 'wris' 
untrue stories about Israel." Shi 
ron said. - 

“The difference was that in th 
case they accused me with milrde 
■ That is the most terrible thing th - 
a human being could have do> 
epted." he said, •, 

Sharon was forced to resign s - 
defence minister after the inquh 
found that he bore "indirect re> 
ponsibility” for the actions of th 
Falangist militia as commander c 
Israeli forces that invaded Leb- 
anon earlier that summer. . 

Mr. Grunwald repeated Time 1 
argument that its error lay not 
reporting the alleged cqg; .f 

vernation, but saying that it ap^! I 

eared in appendix B of an Israe 
. probe of Sharon’s role in the mar ’ 
sacre. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER | USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


EMERGENCIES 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department <u the Queen Alia 
International Airport teL (08) 53250. 
where b should always be verified. 


Regular-tine ships docking at, Aqaba 
port: 


ARRIVALS 


09:30 ... 
O0t3# 
09:45 ... 
09:45 
00:45 .. 
B9iSS ... 
09:55 _. 
10:90 
10J0 _ 
10:20 „ 
10:35 ... 
10:45 ... 
10*0 ... 
12:15 ... 
13*0 .„ 
14:48 .. 
16:15 ... 
17J0 
18*0 .. 
18J0 .. 
19:45 .. 
2*15 .. 
20:20 _ 
20.40 - 
20*0 „ 
00:45 - 
01:10 ™ 


— Aqaba. (RJ) 

Dubai (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 


Jeddah (RJ 

Cairo (RJ 

Dhahran (RJ 


.... Dubai. Bahrain |RJ) 

Muscat. Doha (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ ) 


— Rocadas 

— Radhost 

— Kirkuk 

— A1 Khanssa 

— Golden Arabia 

— Golden Auckland 

— Al Bahar A1 Arabi 

— Vjshva Tej 

— Baghdad 

— Sigmon Jaehn 

— Fliger Kosmonant 


Ambulance 193.775111 

Rraaid, fire, police 199 

Blood bank — 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fin: headquarters 22090-3 

Folks rescue 192.21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 771125-8 

Queen Alia InL Airport _ (08) 53333 


Dr. Jam eel Tarif 

Mroish pharmacy 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 
JabaJ AJ Jo fa pharmacy 

Murad pharmacy 

A! Ekhlas pharmacy 
Al * A' idin pharmacy 


1-) 

... 770910’ 

— 2405H 

— 777444; 
.. 668633 

2294 y 
.>.22861 


HOSPITALS 


TAXIS: 

Tazina taxi .......... 

Jerusalem taxi 

Tamer taxi 

Khaled taxi : 

Kurdi taxi 

Waddab taxi 


Cairo (MS) 

Dhahran, Riyadh (SV) 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Teh 
22324 (six lines) t your service. 


Hasson Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khali di Maternity, J. Amn .. 44281-4 


mum 

Dr. Ahmad Al Omari 

Hisham pharmacy 


- 44660 
..'39655- 
666417 
.. 2371 S 
841309 
812454 


.... Singapore. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

JLamaca, Damascus (RJ) 

Doha (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 

Kuwait (KU) 

— Baghdad (LA) 

— - New York. Vienna (RJ) 

— Amsterdam. Istanbul (KUO 

Cairo (RJ) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Zurich. Larnaca-(SR) 

Athens (OA) 

Rome, Damascus (AZ) 

— Frankfort, Damascus (LH) 

Cairo (RJ) 

— Baghdad '(RJ) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Akileh Maternity, J. Amman .. 42441 
Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 


DEPARTURES: 


Local sell/buy rates i 

Belgian franc -4 64 JR " 

Dutch guilder 113.8/ 

Egyptian guinea 30 6/ : 

French hue 42 1 

Iraqi dinar 333*/ 

Italian Hre (tor 100) 20.8/ 

Japanese yen (for 100) 16021/ 1 

Kuwaiti dinar ; 1331.6/ 1; 

Lebanese lira J '3641/ 

Omani riyal 1173 3/ 11 

Qatari riyal 111.8/ ] 

Saudi riyal 114.1/ 1 

Swedish crown 45.1 1 

Swiss franc 153.1/ 1 

Syrian lira 34.2/ 

UAE dirham 111/ J 

UJC. sterling pound 452.3/ 

VS. dollar 407.5/ 4 

-W. German mark 128.6/ 1 


Malhas. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeuani 664171-4 

Sbmeisani Hospital ; 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, j. Hussein ....... 667158 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahji, Abdali 664164 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101-3 

AtBaahir, I. Ashrafieh 7751 H 

Army, Marks 916H 


ZARQA: 

Dr. M a hmo ud Abo Mohfouz' 
Al Aadixha pharmacy 


-- (-) 
(-7 


GENERAL 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr.' Joseph Eturih ...... 


770560 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Ministry of Tourism 4231 J 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone: 

Information ... jj 

Jordan and Middle East call* 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service jj 


05:45 ... 
07*0 

•7:15 ... 
11:15 
IU2Q ... 
11:45 ... 
12*0 
12:15 
12:15 
12:15 
12:20 „ , 
1230 ... 
13*0 ... 
14*0 „ 
14:50 ... 
15*0 .. 
17:15 - 
19*0 _ 
20:30 .. 
20*5 .. 
21:10 ... 
22*0 


Cairo (RJ) 

— „ — Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 


WEATHER 


MARKET PRICES 


Tripoli (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

— Paris. London (RJ) 

... Amsterdam, New Yoric (RJ). , 
i...— ...... Riyadh, Dhahran (SV) 

Istanbul, Bucharest (RJ) 

i— Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RJ) 

Rome (RJ) 

....... — Bahrain (GF) 

— Cairo (RJ> 

Moscow (SU) 

: Kuwait (KU) 

— Baghdad (lA) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

...- — Bangkok (RJ) 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
■ Meteorology. 


Clouds wQl appear at different altitudes, 
with somheuterly moderate winds. 
. Probably there will be scattered local 
- showers. In Aqaba, i t will be partly clo- 
udy, with northerly moderate wtnas and 
Seas ealm- - 


Upperffower price 

Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) ... 

Apple (surken) 

■ Banana 

Banana (Mufcammar) 


Broad beans 


Low/high temperature in deg-C. 

Amman 6/13 

Aqaba ; ; 13/25 

Deserts 7/17 

JordaiE Valley - 14/25 


.Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammfen 13, Aqaba 25.' Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 30 per cent, Aqaba 25 


Chestnut 

Carrot (yellow) 

Carrol (black) 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (huge) ... 

Cucumber (small) — 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garlic 

Grapefruit - ri1 


in fils per kg. 
— 280/220 
— 280/ 220 
.—.280/220 
......280 / 240 

-....240/210 

— 280 / 250 

— 500/450 

— 60/ 40 
— .640 / 570 
— 120 / 90* 
— 140/120 

— 60/ 40 
—.200/170 

— 330 / 280 
— . 120/ 90 

— 140/100 

— 150/120 

— 130/100 


Leman ^ 

Lettuce (per one) 

Mallow — - 

Mandarin 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

.Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) — 
Oranges (Abo Sum) 


Parsley 

Peats (American) 

PeppcT (sweet) .... 

Pepper (hot green) _ 

Potatoes (local) 

Radishes 

Spinach — ... 

Tomatoes 

Turnip 





twHome news 


H 


tas 


% AACO 
discusses 
> passenger 
■■ services 


i AMMAN (Petra) — Regional 
. A?ab cooperation in the field of 
. air transport is an important step 
in a world where competition, is 
• vtfry extreme according to Alia, 
dip Royal Jordanian Airlines Pre- 
sident Mahmoud Balqaz. 

V Mr. Balqaz was opening Arab 
'Air Carriers Organisation 
(AACO) conference on passenger 
: services, at Queen Alia Im- 
•! temarional Airport Monday. 

- He stressed the importance of 
the role of AACO “in setting the 
right atmosphere and adopting 
, adequate -methods for building a 
strong Arab air transport industry 
■ capable of withstanding wor- 
. Idwide competition.” 

; *; Alia Vice-President Aqel Bul- 
taji said the main objective of the 
meeting is “to update, simplify 
and uniform Arab air toes’ reg- 
ulations and procedures in order 
to provide better passenger ser- 
vices." 

The rwo-day meeting is att- 
ended, by representatives of 16 
Arab airlines and will also tackle 
- -aflhrious problems including the 
possibility of standardising fac- 
ilities and services used at Arab 
airports and on board aircraft. 

Monday* s meeting reviewed the 
activities during the past year. 

Participating in the meeting 
were representatives of Arab air- 
lines from Jordan, Lebanon. 
Libya. North Yemen, South 
Yemen. Morocco. Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain. Oman. Iraq. Syria, 
Tunis, Qatar. United Arab Emr- 
I'ates and Kuwait. 
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Arab Air Carriers Organisation (AACO) opens a two-day meeting dt^&ueen Alia International Air- 
port in Amm a n Monday (Petra photo) '< 


vear> 


New organisation to strengthen 
expatriates’ links with homeland 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Youth has extended .its pro- 
grammes by setting up the Jor- 
danian Expatriate Youth Affairs 
Section (JEYAS). which started 
functioning Saturday, to str- 
engthen l inks between Jordanian 
expatriates and their motherland. 

Government concern over iss- 
ues pertaining to the expatriate 
youth is one of the major reasons 
that prompted Minister of Youth 
Dr. Hani Khasawneh to set up the 
JEYAS, according to Mr. Ibrahim 
Outeishat director of the new org- 
anisation. 

In ah interview with the Jordan 
Times Sunday Mr. Outeishat out- 
lined the goals of JEYAS as: 

— to provide continuous active 
communication with Jordanian 
expatriates through providing 
them with the latest news of their 
country: 

— r to provide them with books, 
magazines, newspapers and pub- 
lications published by the Ministry 


of Youth and other governmental 
departments: and 
— to strengthen , the cooperation 
between the expatriate youth and 
the Jordanian diplomatic missions 
abroad through cultural attaches 
who will contact the expatriates 
personally and discuss various iss- 
ues of interest. 

JEYAS will also organise sem- 
inars and meetings m which the 
expatriates' problems as well as 
their experiences abroad could be 
discussed hi an attempt to provide 
future expatriates with better inf- 
ormation. Mr. Outeishat said. 
Another aim of JEYAS is to study 
the manpower requirements of 
the Jordanian labour market and 
to supply the expatriates with the 
results of such studies in a move 
aimed at encouraging them to ret- 
urn and participate in their hom- 
eland’s development pro- 
grammes, he said. 

An issue of major concern to 
JEYAS is to offer guidance to 
parents of the expatriate youth on 
how to guide their wards abroad, 
Mr. Outeishat said. 


Civil Defence Department to finalise 
early warning system during 1985 


u. By Sa’ad G. Hatter 

* ? Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Civil Defence Dep- 
. • artraent (CDD) Director General 

- Monday said the early warning 
system of the CDD wfll be fin- 
alised during the current year. 

The system aims to prompt rep- 
. piling on accidents and fires to 

• enable civil. defence. personnel to 
, respond to emergency cases on the 

spot. 

In a statement he gave to the 

• Jordan Tones, Gen- Tarawneb 
. outlined the project as a joint coo- 

. pe ration between the CDD and 
the Telecommunication Cor- 
poration (TCC) at the Ministry of 

* Communication which aims to ins- 
■ tal static telephone sets in com- 
panies and factories located far 

. - from available telephone sendees. 
. 1 He said the system will function 

- within a circle of 30 kilometre rad- 
ius in Amman. 


According to Gen. Tarawneh. 
the system will operate: 
through the telephone sets which 
t ransfer to the operation 

room at the CDD. These signals 
carry calls for emergency, rescue 
or fire which will transfer into a 
data to be fed to a special com- 
puter. 

. . The computer, takes .the. data 
and analyses it ; providing inf- 
onnationabaut dbe 3itc. of .tbe 
emergency, the nearest way to the 
site, the number of employees 
working, the material produced or 
stored at the site in question, bou- 
ses and population in the vicinity 
and the nearest supply water 
tanks. 

“The date then systematically 
conveys to the nearest CDD cen- 
tre to the location,” Gen. Tar- 
awneh said. 

Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
quoted Gen. Tarawneb as saying 
‘-‘the CDD is in the process of inc- 


reasing its emergency centres esp- 
ecially in the industrial regions, 
during the current year.” 

Speaking about the CDD ope- 
rations, Gen. Tarawneh pointed 
out that in 1984, the CDD put out 
,2,659 fires, answered 2.998 eme- 
rgency calls and took part in 155 
rescue cases in the Kingdom, 
which resulted in the A»-afh of 345 
people while -3.558 were injured. 
; .Commenting, on the CDD role 
■at Aqaba Port, he said that the 
Aqaba Port Coiporationiftin cha- 
rge of fire extinguishing on the 
quay. 

He added that the corporation 
operates modem fire fighting ves- 
sels and vehicles, “however the 
CDD responsibility lies in backing 
the corporation when in need.” 

Gen. Tarawneh called on cit- 
izens to respond positively to the 
CDD safety guidance and imp- 
lement them properly in order to 
preserve their lives and pro- 
perties. 


He added that JEYAS is using 
the Royal Cultural Centre’ (RCC) 
as if s headquarters, and employs 
six people. He hoped that the 
number of employees will increase 
in the near future to enable 
JEYAS to offer prompt services 
and quick replies to inquiries 
made by the expatriate youth. 

Mr. Outeishat added JEYAS 
has already received a number of 
letters of encouragement from 
Jordanian expatriate youth, who 
congratulated the Ministry of 
Youth for setting up such an org- 
anisation that aims at their ben- 
efits as well as strengthening the 
ties between the expatriates and 
their country. 

Mr. Outeishat said that a num- 
ber of parents visited the JEYAS 
centre at the RCC inquiring if 
JEYAS could help them in loc- 
ating their children who either 
have not written for a long time or 
are spending too much money and 
apparently obtaining no degrees. 

A number of youth have written 
letters to JEYAS asking for inf- 
ormation on Jordanian industries, 
agriculture, and statistical inf- 
ormation which they use while 
preparing for their senior dis- 
sertations for all levels of higher 
education, including graduate 
programmes as well as post- 
graduate degrees and doctorates. 

The news of the establishment 
of JEYAS was relayed to Jor- 
danian expatriates through the 
Kingdom’s diplomatic missions 
abroad. Mr. Quteishat said, and 
the main factor that will “det- 
ermine our success is the feedback 
we get from the expatriates.” 

JEYAS has requested local 
Jordanian newspapers to donate a 
fixed number of local newspapers 
[■■to the organisation on a daily basis 
and these papers in turn will be 
mailed to the expatriates by 
JEYAS, he said. 

Mr. Quteishat expressed hope 
that JEYAS will be able to expand 
its services soon and also that the 
expatriate youth will respond pos- 
itively to promote its services. 

Mr. Outeishat also expressed 
confidence that JEYAS will assist 
the expatriates in solving their 
problems and obstacles, “but in 
turn, I believe that the expatriates 
should help us through their pos- 
itive response." 


Mu’ta University to open Saturday 


KARAK (Petra) — Muta University, Jordan’s third 
university, will be formally opened under royal pat- 
ronage at a special ceremony to be held on Saturday 
at the university’s permanent campus in Muta, near 
Karak, an official announcement said Monday. 


The university, which lies some 
150 kilometres south of Amman, 
was established to offer new cou- 
rses of study which are not offered 
by the other two universities in 
Jordan —the University of Jordan 
in Amman and Yarmouk Uni- 
versity near Irbid — said Dr. Aii 
Mahafza, president of the new ins- 
titution. in a statement following 
the announcement 
The focus of the courses offered 
at Muta University will be mDhaiy 
training to graduate officers of 
armed and security forces. Dr. 
Mahafza said. He added that var- 
'ious academic courses in lit- 
erature. science and technology 
will also be offered to students. 


The university also offers cou- 
rses in electrical and mechanical 
engineering, computer science 
and law. in addition to Arabic and 
English language courses, the uni- 
versity president said. 

The choice of Muta as site for 
the university, Dr. Mahafza said, 
was in commemoration of the 
famous Battle of Muta between 
Muslims on the one hand and 
Byzantines and Persians on the 
other. 

At present 330 students are 
enrolled at the university’s various 
faculties of whom 300 are on sch- 
olarships offered by the Armed 
Forces while the rest came from 
the Public Security Department. 


The number of students will be 
increased by 330 annually in the 
first stage which runs until 1989. 
but the total number will increase 
to 5.000 after the second stage 
with an annual addition of 1.250. 
Dr. Mahafza said. 

The students have free boarding 
and accommodation and clothing, 
in addition to an allowance of JD 
50 a month in pocket money. Dr. 
Mahafaasaid. He said students are 
allowed to make visits to their 
families during weekends and hol- 
idays. 

After the needs of the Armed 
Forces and the security dep- 
artment have been met the uni- 
versity hopes to accept students to 
help meet the needs of other ins- 
titutions and government dep- 
artments and the Jordanian soc- 
iety. Dr. Mahafca said. 

At present, the university has 
60 furnished flats for the families 
of the staff and 80 housing units 
for singles in addition to boarding 


quarters for students, he said. The 
university has a gymnasium hall, 
three clubs, restaurants for staff 
and students and a consumer, 
shop. The university’s library con- 
tains 23.000 books which deal 
mainly in law. administration. 
Arabic and English, Dr. Mahafza 
said. 

Dr. Mahafza said the Police Sci- 
ence Faculty of the university will 
be supplying the Public Security 
Department with highly trained 
staff and wQl feed the Armed For- 
ces with skilled commanders and 
will serve as a research ground for 
military personnel and aca- 
demicians alike. 

In addition, he said, the uni- 
versity will play a leading role in 
developing the potash industry 
near the Dead Sea. the phosphates 
mines in Hasa and Rashadieh. and 
the South Cement Company as 
well as the mineral springs at 
Ma'in and Afra and in the south of 
the Dead Sea. 


Obeid, 

Iraqi aide 

discuss 

transport 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Transport Farhi Obeid met here 
Monday with Mr. Ghassan Rad- 
wan under secretary of the Iraqi 
Ministry of Communications and 
Planning who is also chairman of 
the board of directors of the 
Lraqi-Jordanian Land Transport 
Company. 

They discussed transport- 
related affairs and ways to develop 
the work and function of the joint 
company. 

Mr. Radwan arrived in Amman 
Sunday evening on a visit to Jor- 
dan expected to last several days. 


Chemistry 

seminar 

concluded 

AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar on 
“chemistry and the society ’, org- 
anised by the Jordanian Chemists 
Association (JCA), was con- 
cluded Monday at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

The seminar highlighted, the 
importance of chemistry ini. the, 
development of the society. 

The two-day seminar discussed 
studies on chemical industries in 
Jordan, quality control in drug 
industries, drug control and the 
chemistry curriculum in the sec- 
ondary schools. 

Also .discussed were working 
papers on occupational safety in 
chemical industries, the training of 
workers with the use of machines 
and chemical hazards. 


Zarqa drinking water crisis will 
be solved by April, WAJ says 


By P.V. Vrvekartand 
Special to the Jordan limes 

AMMAN — The Water Aut- 
hority of Jordan (WAJ) promised 
Monday that the problem of dri- 
nking water in Zarqa, which the 
area’s residents have been battling 
for many years, will be solved by 
early April. 

A high salt content in drinking 
water supplied by the municipal 
authorities has been one of the 
major problems facing Zarqa res- 
idents. and according to WAJ 
Secretary-General Mahmoud 
Tal ho uni, the root cause of the 
problem will be eliminated when 
an ongoing WAJ project is com- 
pleted and water from Azraq rea- 
ches Zarqa in April. 

Drinking water has always been 
a big issue in Zarqa, where res- 
idents resort to various means to 
overcome the problem. Some res- 
idents even carry gallons of water 
from Amman and other regions 
neighbouring Zarqa to drink and 
to make their tea with, while the 
well-off among the Zarqa res- 
idents drink bottled water. 

The water supplied by the 
Zarqa municipal authorities is too 
sally for cooking or even making 
tea* according to Zarqa residents. 
“ iLhas been so for many years and 
we always look forward to a trip to 
Amman or other neighbouring 
towns to bring back water with less 
salinity." says one of them. 

One of the five wells that feed 
the Zarqa water reservoir has a 
salinity rate of 2,600 parts per mil- 
lion (ppm), while the acceptable 
salinity in drinking water is S00 
ppm. Mr. Talhouni said Monday. 
The Zarqa municipal authorities, 
who were in charge of water sup- 



Mahmoud Talhouni 


ply in the district until WAJ took 
over the responsibility earlier this 
month, have been using this well • 
in summer, when the problem 
becomes very acute, to feed the 
reservoir along with the four other 
-wells which have relatively low sal- 
inity rates. 

The overall mixture of drinking 
water pumped from the reservoir 
to consumers has a salinity rate of 
about 1 .500 ppm. which still made 
it much higher than the acceptable 
proportion. Mr. Talhouni exp- 
lained. 

Though the municipal aut- 
horities were aware of the pro- 
blem, “they had no real choice to 
solve it, Mr. Talhouni told the 
Jordan Times. “The regional lim- 
itations of the municipal bou- 
ndaries put constraints on Zarqa 
Municipality’s options to solve the 
problem, in spite of the fact that 
some of the neighbouring regions 
used to enjoy better drinking 
water.” he said. 

WAJ took over the respon- 
sibility of supplying drinking 


waier to all of Jordan as pun of its 
functions under new legislations 
enacted in late 1 984 and all mun- 
icipalities in the Kingdom have 
been handing over the charge to 
the authority since then. 

After laking over the charge in 
Zarqa. where 1 .000 cubic metres 
of water per hour is needed for its 
400.000 inhabitants. WAJ dec- 
ided to solve the problem of dri- 
nking water there by eliminating 
the well with 2,600 ppm salinity 
from feeding the Zarqa reservoir. 
Furthermore. W AJ drew up a plan 
to supply the reservoir with water 
from Azraq and “we are now in 
the process of building a nine- 
kilometre pipeline from the Khaw 
pumping station to the reservoir.” 
Mr. Talhouni said. - 

It is expected that when water 
. from Azraq is pumped to the res- 
ervoir the overall salinity of dri- 
nking water supplied to Zarqa res- 
idents will come down to around 
500 ppm. thereby solving the pro- 
blem once and for all, the WAJ 
official said. 

The contract to build the 40- 
centimetre diameter pipeline has 
been awarded to a local firm at a 
cost of JD 200,000 and the project 
is scheduled to be completed by 
April, he said. 

The four other wells, two of 
them in Oujan which lies sou- 
thwest of Zaiqa. and the others in 
the north. wiU continue to be used 
to feed the reservoir. Mr. Tal- 
houni said. . 

“ Now that WAJ has taken over 
the responsibility of all water res- 
ources in the Kingdom, we are 
much more flexible and have a 
number of options to solve similar 
problems in other regions," he 
added. 


»King hopeful over U.S. 





(Continued from page 1) 

The King said Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations “should be 
■based 'on equality: two units, a 
Palestinian and a Jordanian, tog- 
V with their independent local 

'governments, house of : rep- 
resentatives and hopefully at a 
higher level a house representing 
both sides and a central gov- 
: eminent.” 

Asked on what the leadership of 
the PLO would have to agree in 

• order for Jordan to join with it in 
> seeking ’negotiations with Israel, 

the King said: “Basically the for- 
; raula embodied in the O.N. Sec- 
« urity Council Resolution 242. the 
^common denominator of all ini- 
, } datives to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
J issue — Territory for peace." 

J On relations with Iraq and 

• Egypt, and whether Jordan has- 
! attempted to establish a new axis 
! Of Arab moderates through these 

; relations, the King said: “ We hope 
we will tie able to move away from 
the state of paralysis. Everything 
felse has to be agreed upon by the 
total Arab family. Obviously this 
has;, proven unattainable.” 

The King said that Egypt and 
Iraq were important as well as the 
rest of the Arab family “but the 
nucleus is a Jordanian-Palestinian 
agreement on how we should 
move, that the time is vital and we 
v should move before either hope is 
f lost in the occupied territories or 
the chances missed ” - - • 

“At the same time, we would 
work closely with Egypt while Iraq 
supports all what Jordanians and 

• P alesti nian* agree upon. This is 
‘ the feeling of the majority-’’ 

Asked whether he is optimistic 
r about Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 




mon Peres' ability of creating a 
backbone in the Israeli gov- 
ernment to meet Jordan in a con- 
ciliatory way, the King said: “lam 
not necessarily sure that this may 
happen, but 1 would hope -this 
-would be the case somehow.’’ 

On Lebanon, the King said the 
Israeli decision to withdraw from 
Lebanese territory was “ine- 
vitable and that such a step had to 
be taken." 

Asked on the reason’s of his 
disappointment with the U.S. pol- 
icy in the Middle East, the King 
said “the continuous erosion of 
positions since 1967 and the vast 
differences between its current 
stands and its positions in 1956 
over the Arab-Israeli issue, the 
situation as we see it deteriorating 
on the ground in terms of the occ- 
upied territories; the total Ame- 
rican support for Israel right or 
wrong, militarily, materially and 
morally." 

The King said he hoped to see 
the U.S. playing a major role in 
achieving peace in the area — a 
role that only the U.S. can play. 

He said that the “vacuum” cre- 
ated by the U.S. was caused by its 
“ double standards on dealing with 
problems in the region.” 

Responding to a question, the 
King said Jordan has not dosed 
the doors for buying arms from the 
U.S., but that "we have to enh- 
ance our stability beyond our bor- 
ders and' our needs are vital for 
self-defence.” He said that Jordan 
viewed the U.S. rejection of pro- 
viding the Kingdom's arms needs, 
as a “denial of .our legitimate 
self-defence and humiliating con- 
ditions affecting- our country and 
its armed forces that we could not 
accept.” 


I sr a e lis seal off S. Lebanon 


li, 


(Continued from page I) 

, rath French troops of the U.N. 

Interim Force In Lebanon (UNI- 

:ftL) in the visage. 

. — A roadside lmtdnune exploded 
> outside DeirMimass village on the 
* ;IJlani River near Beaufort Castle, " 
’ injuring one Israeli, soldier .badly 
, and one slightly. 

Security sources m Skkra said a 


third person was killed and ano- 
ther wounded when unidentified 
gunmen fired on a car Monday 
morning, wounding tbe driver and 
kaKng Ms 16-year-old son. 

According to official Israeli fig-, 
ures, 6 10 Israeli soldiers have 
been .killed, rq addition to over 
' 4,000 soldiers wounded, since the 
Tnriflh si ska's invasion of Lebanon 


International conference to discuss caravan civilisation 


By Nidal Zayadin 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — “ Petra and -the fam- 
ous caravan cities of the Middle 
East” will be the title of an int- 
ernational conference scheduled 
to be held here in September by 
the Department of Antiquities 
with financial support from the 
United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). 

The departments assistant dir- 
ector general and the projects ini- 
tiator, Dr. Fawzi Zayadin, said in 
an interview with the Jordan 
Times that this is the first con- 
ference to be organised by the 
department in the celebrated 
trade centre of Petra. Other cities, 
such as Hegra (Medain Saleh), 
Qtyat el Fau in Saudi Arabia, 
Hatra (EI-Hadar) in Iraq and 
Palmyra in Syria wfll provide the 
geographic frame for the con- 
ference, he said. 

Arabian identity 


Dr. Zayadin added that the 


general theme of the symposium 
would be the local traditions of the 
caravan cities and the Greco- 
Roman impact on' cultic rep- 
resentations. The conference will 
also focus on the Arabian identity 
of these trade centres and the pen- 
etrations of Hellenism and its inf- 
luence on their religion as ill- 
ustrated by their plastic art, he 
said. 

Asked about the importance of 
the symposium for Petra, Dr. 
Zayadin explained that Petra was 
rediscovered by scholars in 1812, 
but very little progress has been 
reached in the dating of mon- 
uments and the origin of its ait as 
few excavations have been con- 
ducted on the site. Therefore, it is 
hoped that the conference will 
prompt an international campaign 
for’ the excavations and res- 
toration of the monuments. Dr. 
Zayadin said. 

He also pointed out that the 
seminar will be organised in coo- 
peration with the Foundation for 
the lco nographic Lexicon of Cla- 
ssical Mythology, based in Basel, 


Switzerland which in the past has 
sponsored many similar meetings 
in Paris, Basel, Athens and Cyp- 
rus. An account of the seminar will 
be edited by this foundation which 
has already edited the colloquium 
of the National Centre of the Sci- 
entific Research in Paris in 1981 
and two volumes of the “ Lexicon 
Iconographicum.” 

Influences 

Discussing the theme of the sym- 
posium, Dr. Zayadin said that the 
conference will focus on the civ- 
ilisation of the caravan cities and 
that it would demonstrate the 
Arabian background of these cen- 
tres in terms of language, arc- 
hitecture and religion. But it 
would also show the relations with 
the West especially -the Greco- 
Roman capitals such as Ale- 
xandria in Egypt. Cyprus. Ant- 
ioch. Athens and Rome. It is well 
known, for example, that the 
Nabateans borrowed their arc- 
hitecture from Mesopotamia. 
Egypt and the Hellenistic cities. 


The participants of the symposium 
would examine the adaptation of 
western concepts to the religious 
architecture and traditions of the 
Arabs. 

Referring to the role of UNE- 
SCO in the conference. Dr. Zay- 
adin pointed out that UNESCO, 
was approached through the Jor- 
danian National, Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Committee 
to request financial support. Alt- 
hough the organisation is now fac- 
ing serious financial problems, he 
added, its officials have allocated a 
$2,0000 contribution for the con- 
ference because UNESCO rea- 
lised the importance of such a con- 
ference for histoiy, culture and 
archaeology. 

Regarding the major role of 
these cities in the civilisation of the 
Middle East, Dr. Zayadin exp- 
lained that a caravan station like 
Hatra (el Hadr), was situated 
about 1 10 km south-west of Mos- 
soul, in the ancient Assyrian Kin- 
gdom. It served as a cross-roads 


between India. Iran and Syria. Its 
architecture shows the influence 
of the Parthians on the ancient 
Assyrian traditions. The city was 
independent in 176 A.D., during 
the Roman occupation of the 
East. 

The architecture and sculptures 
exhibit features representing 
Mesopotamian, Iranian and 
Roman art. But the famous city, 
inhabited mainly by Arabs, was 
short-lived for it was destroyed 
and looted in 240 by the Sassanids 
of Iran . Palmyra in Syria exp- 
erienced the same fate: It flo- 
urished under Zenobia from the 
trade between the East and West 
until it was destroyed by Valerian 
in 270 A.D. 

Spices, sik 

From* Hegra the caravaners 
proceeded to the ancient port of' 
Leuke Koine, today Ainunah, and 
the merchandise reached Egypt 
via the Red Sea. Other desert rou- 


tes connected Hegra with Teima, 
Dauraat (el Jauf) in Wadi Sirhan 
and continued to the Arabian 
Gulf. The spices of India and the 
silk of China were carried by the 
Nabateans from the GherTha on 

the Gulf. 

He also said that the Ministry of 
Culture. Tourism and Antiquities, 
as well as the department, are 
supporting the project and will 
provide the necessary logistic and 
financial needs. Scholars from 
more than 20 Arab. American and 
European countries will par- 
ticipate and will place Jordan and 
Petra at the centre of an int- 
ernational cultural conference. 

Countries which will take pan 
in the conference include Algeria, 
Canada. Cyprus. Egypt, France, 
Greece, Germany, Britain. Italy, 
Iraq, Jordan, Poland, Romania, 
Switzerland. Syria, Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain. Yemen, Kuwait and 
Turkey whilst UNESCO will also 
be taking part in the conference. 



Pfetra, the Royal Tombs. 


The monumental gate and columned street of Palmyra 




Palestinians remain the victims 

COMMISSIONER-GENERAL of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine refugees (UNRWA) Olof Rydbeck, in an 
interview with the Jordan Times published earlier this week, said that 
a number of the agency's local and international employees will ine- 
vitably lose their jobs in an austerity plan to be adopted for mai- 
ntaining the current level of services to the Palestinian refugees. Mr. 
Rydbeck, who has already reported UNRWA's financial position to 
the U.N. and the head office in Vienna, said that the number of local 
teachers w 01 have to be red need and some posts in the administration 
will have to be axed in the process. He blamed the current deficit on 
the poor revenues and contributions received by UNRWA from donor 
nations, and hoped UNRWA will receive additional funds to avert 
more drastic actions in the future. 

Mr. Ryd beck's statement comes on the heels of a meeting held in 
Tunis recently by representatives of Arab countries hosting the Pal- 
estinian refugees. That' meeting had failed to find a successful method 
for resolving the basic problem and to put an end to a perceived 
redaction by UNRWA of its services to the refugees. 

For Mr. Rydbeck, the only solution that could be found for the 
problem is to cut spending as mochas possible while hoping that donor 
nations would increase their contributions to the agency. For the Arab 
countries hosting refugees, there had to be something which they 
could do in view of the situation, but all that they did in Tonis was to 
issue an appeal to Mr. Rydbeck to tour countries hosting the refugees 
for discussions with their leaders on ways to avert further det- 
erioration in the situation. 

In fact, the Arab countries hosting the refugees are in an unenviable 
position, and their options are very limited. They are faced with the 
fact that European nations have, for some reason or another, lost their 
zeal in contributing more and more every year for UNRWA’s services. 
They have no hope from the Eastern bloc countries that have never 
contributed anything to UNRWA on the pretext that the tragedy of the 
Palestinians has been caused by the West which alone should shoulder 
As consequences. Hie rich Arab countries believe that if they have to 
shoulder the harden, UNRWA’s future budget will be placed squarely 
on their shoulders and the agency will be transformed into a purely 
Arab agency for financing the services of- the refugees, thereby abs- 
olving tile West from any responsibility towards the Palestinians and 
towards finding a just solution for their problem. ■ ■ 

This is the situation as it stands now: Mdre'difficoJties for the' Arab ; 
countries hosting refugees, and for UNRWA which has been offering 
services to them over the past 35 years. Bat the Palestinian refugees 
themselves are left to face a grim future, with no land, no services and 
no hopes for a better future. ‘ 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Steele urges balanced European 
stand 

THE LEADER of the British Liberal Party David Steele Sunday 
called on Western Europe to take a unified stand that can bring about 
a change in U.S. policies towards the Middle East problem. He said 
that the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) should be part of a 
process for achieving peace in the region. This statement implies that 
the lack of peace in the Middle East so far was caused by the biased 
U.S. stand, which along with Israel, wants to exclude the PLO from 
any peace negotiations despite the fact that the Palestine problem 
constitutes the core of the issue. This American stand has no doubL 
led to the present deadlock in the peace process and the absence of 
security and stability in the whole region. Mr. Steele, in his statement, 
made it clear that entente between the United States and the Soviet 
Union will be conducive to peace and will help end the Middle East 
crisis. But agreement between the two superpowers docs not rule out 
participation in the peace process by the PLO or the West European 
nations. 

We strongly believe that any moves towards peace by Western 
Europe will have u great beneficial effect on the American stand and 
will ultimately lead to a solution of the problem. 

Al Dustoar : Israel instigates hostilities to 
justify occupation 

ISRAEL’S PRIME minister Sunday announced that his government 
will not lake part any more in the Naqoura negotiations on the 
withdrawal of Israeli lorces from South Lebanon. This statement 
reflects Israel’s failure to impose its terms on Lebanon despite its 
military power, and also displays clearly that Israel had had very 
limited options in the negotiations. But the remaining card in fsraefs 
hands now lies in its ability to incite disturbance in South Lebanon 
and instigate one Taction against another in order to maintain tension 
as it did following its withdrawal from mountains above Beirut in 
19*3. 

By causing disturbances in South Lebanon Israel wants to appear 
as a stabilising force in the region and a protector of the local 
population in order to justify to the world its occupation of that 
territory until now. 

Wc do not believe Israel will succeed in playing its lust game in 
Lebanon because the Lebanese people and leaders have now become 
aware of its criminal intentions and will try to preserve unity and 
ensure security in the territory. Israel will soon find itself without any 
more cards to play in the game and its actions will be exposed to the 
whole world. 

Sawt Al Shaab: King urges constructive 
outlook 


KING HUSSEIN’S message addressed to the prime minister on the 
need to direct writers to adopt constructive attitudes and refrain from 
harming the feelings of others should serve as guidelines for all 
Jordanians. King Hussein is keen on protecting our heritage and 
history and preserving the good traditions of our ancestors and 
therefore, he calk on writers to avoid anything that might cause harm 
to these tradition and anything that might cause divisions and splits in 
the Jordanian family. 

The Arab World is at present living in a state of divisions and 
witnesses a period of factional disputes and conflicts here and there. 
This nation, he said, requires from writers to take a constructive line 
so as to remove the despair from the hearts of the Arab masses rather 
than deepen frustration further. 

The King said that it is time for stocktaking so as to remove and 
delete all non-original traditions and keep useful ones so as to pre- 
serve our traditions in a good and bright image. No doubt, the King is 
urging the writers to contribute towards further cementing society 
and bolstering internal unity. His words should be regarded as gui- 
delines urging all to work in harmony and assist in the development 
process in Jordan. 


Big issues need big vision 

By Rami G. Khouri 


THERE IS continued con- 
troversy over the Ministry of 
Education's decision to test all 
students at the end of the pre- 
paratory school cycle, to allow 
the top 60 per cent to continue 
into secondary school while the 
lower 40 per cent are given the 
option to attend vocational tra- 
ining schools. The magnitude 
of this decision is so big that it 
should be subjected to much 
more serious public debate. I 
have written on the subject 
before, suggesting that such an. 
important decision should not 
be made unilaterally by a han- 
dful of officials in the Ministry 
of Education, but rather should 
be widely discussed by con- 
cerned people throughout soc- 
iety. The matter has gone to 
parliament, where it is exp- 
ected to be debated soon, but 1 
think that even parliament is 
too confined a forum for such 
an important subject. 

The matter goes far beyond 
secondary education. It is an 
axiom of Jordan's history and 
current development that this 
country has limited natural 
resources, but plentiful human 
resources. The full dev- 
elopment of our young peo- 
ple’s intellectual and spiritual 
resources, and their sense of 
civic-mindedness, will largely 
determine the future course of 
the nation. The question of the 


preparatory examination tou- 
ches on broader principles that 
are' vital to the future dev- 
elopment of Jordan, and the 
sooner that we as a community 
come to grips with these pri- 
nciples, the more likely it is that 
we can look forward to a future 
in which the individual has the 
maximum opportunity for per- 
sonal fulfilment within the con- 
text of a balanced and humane 
society. 

The immediately visible 
problem is that we have too 
many high school graduates 
going into academic and pro- 
fessional branches of higher 
education, and perhaps not 
enough young people entering 
vocational fields. The real dil- 
emma is that the entire primary 
and secondary public (gov- 
ernment) school system is med- 
iocre. To be fair, this is not bec- 
ause the government has not 
tried to educate all its citizens, 
but precisely because the state 
has insisted on providing pri- 
mary and secondary education 
for all Jordanian children. 
When we realise that som- 
ething like 55-60 per cent of all 
Jordanians are under the age of 
18, and therefore eligible for 
free schooling, the state's ins- 
istence on providing schools 
for all young Jordanians bec- 
omes nothing less than heroic. 
But (he state has limited fin- 


ancial resources, and the pre- 
ssure to educate so many young 
people — while trying to meet 
the other basic human needs of 
the entire population — has 
produced a system of mass 
education that is mediocre. 

One does not fault the gov- 
ernment for trying. Rather, 
one praises it But one does 
fault the government fox sud- 
denly trying to redress the 
weakness of the education sys- 
tem by a drastic measure such 
as has been proposed. ' The- 
refore, this is not a time simply 
to criticise the state, but to 
come to its aid. How to do that 
is the real question that we 
must grapple with today, in 
education as well as in other . 
Gelds. 

There are two other axioms 
of Jordanian life that are ope- 
rative here. The. first axiom is 
that the government officials - 
responsible for troubled sec- 
tors of society have a-tendency 
to make decisions unilaterally 
and impose them suddenly, 
too often to be followed by a 
new set of officials in a sub- 
sequent government who rev- 1 
erse course and apply a new set 
of procedures. The second 
axiom is that the many wise, 
experienced and .thoughtful 
people throughout the country 
are rarely called uptin to share 
their knowledge with the pub- 


lic, sector, to produce public 
policies -that are backed by a 
national, consensus and that 
could; -therefore, endure and 
be applied' as long-term str- ■ 
ategic national goals. 

We are thus.in a familiar sit- 
uation. A minister or ministxy 
makes a decision, which elicits 
Strong reactions from different 
sectors of-society." Instead of a 
collective effort to study the 
matter patiently and rationally, 
we end up with a struggle of 
personalities.- In this case, the 
losers may be the school chi- 
ldren of our country — hardly 
an appropriate shock-absorber 
for the decision-making 
roller-coaster of Jordan's adu- 
lts. 

It is obvious that we have a 
major problem in our primary 
and secondary education sys- 
tem. a problem of mass med- 
iocrity, an emphasis of dev- 
eloping children's ability to 
memorise instead of to think 
creatively, a profound lack of^ 
guidance counselling at an* 
early age. an unnecessary and 
outmoded emphasis on testing 
children at an early age, a lack 
in cooperation between the 
schools that produce graduates 
and the economic sectors that 
produce jobs, and many other 
such problems that cannot be 
resolved simply by imposing a 
sweeping decision such as has 


been taken by the Ministry of 
Education. I & not necessarily 
say that the ministry’s pro- 
posed solution is wrong. It may - 
. torn out to be the right one. But 
then, it may turn out to be an 
enormous mistake. We will 
never know until it is imp- 
lemented; ’but is it reasonable 
to play -games of chance with 
the future of our children at 
stake? What guarantee is there 
that the next government will 
not suddenly reverse this dec- 
ision? 

The parliament can and sho- 
uld discuss the problem, but 
parliament itself is not the best 
forum to make the ultimate 
decision. I think the current 
dilemma over the preparatory 
school -examination could be 
turned into an opportunity for 
..Jordan as a community to dev- 
elop new mechanisms to deal 
with its equally large, long- 
term challenges in such fields * 
as energy, water, agriculture, 
taxation and ■ domestic rev- 
enues, spontaneous urbanism, 
and land use, to mention only 
the most obvious. Specifically, 

I suggest an appropriate res- 
ponse to the enormous dec- 
isions that have to be made in 
education would be to bring 
together a small working 
group, or special commission, 
of about a dozen carefully cho- 


sen eminent Jordanians, to 
make, a thorough analysis of 
the education/labour sectors 
and propose several alternative 
responses to the challenges 
that face us. The government 
and the parliament would then 
be able to make decision based 

on the suggested proposals. 
Such a panel would include 
appropriate ministxy officials, 
educators, industrialists, child 
development specialists and 
individuals who are not directly 

involved in the narrow field of 
education, such as men and 
women from the arts, soc- - 
iologists, bankers' and religious 
leaders. Together, such, a group 
could bring to bear on the sub- 
ject the sort of technical exp- 
ertise, breadth of vision, cul- 
ture .and intellectual com-' 
posure that are crucial to hel- 
ping the statedevise long-term, 
strategic objectives that might 
shape the very nature and ide- 
ntity of the country for gen- 
erations to come. 

The immediate objective 
seems to me to remove the art- 
ificial sense of urgency and the 
politics of personalities that 
have come to define this pro- 
blem today, and to replace 
them with a mechanism and a 
vision of a small country dea- 
ling with big issues. 
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Pope faces divided church on Andean tour 


By Walker Simon 

Reuter 

LIMA — Pope John Paul. Fresh 
from a campaign to bring leftist 
churchmen into line, faces a div- 
ided Catholic Church during a 
12-day Latin American tour he 
began Saturday. 

In Peru, Catholic bishops are 
tom by a controversy over how to 
handle Gustavo Gutierrez, the 
priest who is the father of the lef- 
tist Liberation Theology defying 
recent Vatican dictates. 

in neighbouring Ecuador, 
church political views vary widely 
— from those of a bishop praising 
Salvadorean guerrillas to those of 
the ultra-right “Tradition, Family 
and Property" movement, fielding 
an army of red-shirted youths. 

Even Venezuela, with its rel- 
atively cohesive church hierarchy, 
has leftist dissidents who are pus- 


hing the pontiff to declare his 
opposition to U.S. policy in Cen- 
tral America. 

Al the heart of the dispute spl- 
itting church ranks is the chu- 
rchman's role in helping the poor 
improve living standards in a reg- 
ion reni by sharp class divisions. 

Latin America's bishops vowed 
in 1968 at an historic conference 
in Medellin. Colombia to battle 
social injustice caused by- the con T 
centration of wealth. They have 
since differed over how to put this 
mandate into practice. 

Some backed reformist Chr- 
istian Democratic parties while 
others sought a more radical app- 
roach. 

Adopting an activist stance. 
Peru’s Gutierrez coined the term 
“Liberation Theology”, calling 
for class struggle and conflict to be 
essential elements for a valid rel- 
igious view. 


The outlook, expanded by other 
theologians, supported the cre- 
ation of at least 80.000 so-called 
Christian base communities in 
which leftist- laymen often lead 
prayer. 

■ • In Villa El Salvador, a Lima 
shantytown to be visited by the 
Pope, one base leader said his 
group had brought together act- 
ivist youths by asking them to ref- 
lect on how to improve- iheir nei- 
ghbour’s lot. "On Sunday, they 
now come to our service, then all 
go off and attend a Marxist party 
meeting.” he said. 

In 1983 the Vatican reacted, 
questioning the validity of the 
views of two leading liberation 
theologists, Fr. Gutierrez and Fr. 
Leonardo Boff of Brazil, acc- 
ording to church sources. 

Cardinal Josef Ratzinger. head 
of the Vatican Congregation. for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, asked 


the Peruvian Bishops' Conference 
to review some radical elements of 
Fr. Gutierrez’s views. 

Lengthy deliberations split the 
bishops into distinct camps, with 
about a third backing Fr. Gut- 
ierrez, a third neutral and a third 
againsL church sources said. 

They were only able to hammer 
out a compromise statement after 
six days of Vatican meetings with- 
Cardinal Ratzinger last Sep- 
tember and October, said Per- 
uvian Bishop Luciano Metzinger. 

The document suit reflects div- 
isions. with the first part app- 
arently favouring Fr. Gutierrez by 
recognising Peru's Liberation 
Theology contributions as “mea- 
ningful". The final section seems 
to back conservative bishops by. 
empowering them to censure pri- 
ests expressing what they consider 
•to be harmful views. 

Recent public opinion polls 


show Liberation Theology still has 
a grip on a fifth of Lima's almost 
five million Catholics. 

In neighbouring Ecuador, sup- 
port for Liberation Theology is 
concentrated in Chimborazo, a 
predominantly Indian province 
straddling some of the highest 
Andes peaks. 

Led by Bishop Leonidas Pro- 
ano. the Diocese supports peasant 
groups fighting landlords and sets 
an example by giving away its own 
church lands to the poor. 

A long-time progressive, Bis- 
hop Proano has often drawn off- 
icial .ire — in 1 975, the then mil- 
itary government expelled 15 for- 
eign leftist bishops visiting him to 
discuss work among the poor. 

Undaunted, he recently called 
for a campaign against int- 
ernational banks and has praised 
Salvadorean guerrillas for helping 
the poor. 


Ecuador's religious right-wing, 
including conservative Bishop 
Juan Larrea. charges that Lib- 
eration Theology substitutes hate 
for Christian charity. The ultra- 
right “tradition, family and pro- 
perty" movement puts hundreds 
of red-shirted youths onto Juito 
streets during rallies to gather 
support. 

In Venezuela, Liberation The- 
ology is preached mainly by a 
group of left-wing Jesuit priests 
but has little support within the - ? 
church hierarchy, church sources 
say. 

But politics will not escape the 
Pope’s attention there, if Zulia 
University students in Western 
Venezuela have their way. They 
want to present a statement pre- 
ssing him to end Latin America's 
poverty and back diplomatic neg- 
otiations calling for an end to U.S. 
intervention in Central America. 


Role of whites is disputed issue among S. Africa blacks 


By James F. Smith 

Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG - Two 
weeks after U.S. Senator Edward 
Kennedy returned to Washington, 
the divisions that showed up 
among black foes of apartheid are 
still haunting campaigners for 
black rights in South Africa. 

Leaders of black opposition 
groups say the highly-publicised 
disruptions have forced them to 
think hard about the generation- 
old split in black thinking over the 
role whites can play in the str- 
uggle. 

Many blacks have heaped scorn 
on the small black consciousness 
group that dogged Sen. Kennedy 
! with protests at airports and pre- 
vented him from making a key- 
! note address to end his 1 0-day trip 
I to South Africa. 

But some leading blacks con- 


tend tire glee of conservative whi- 
tes over the differences in black 
politics is misguided. They say the 
wounds opened by the protests 
may help blacks realise they must 
stand together. 

Dr. Nihato Motlana, leader of 
the Soweto Committee of Ten, 
said the anti-Kennedy protests 
were caused less by anti- 
Americanism than a growing 
“anti-whitism." The reason. Drf 
Motlana said, is that blacks are 
increasingly frustrated by the fai- 
lure to achieve any tangible suc- 
cesses in undoing whiLe dom- 
ination. 

He recalled the spontaneous 
outpourings of affection for the 
late Senator Robert Kennedy on 
his 1966 visit, and added, “at that 
time, there was still hope among 
black South Africans that talking 
to whites held great hope for cha- 
nge in this country." 

“In 1985. blacks have lost their 


innocence. They no longer bel- 
ieve that whites can do anything^ 
for them... A lot of blacks are say-' 
ing to all whites, not just South 
African whites. Go to hell.’” Mot- 
lana said. 

The differences that came to 
international prominence during 
Sen. Kennedy’s visit date back at 
least to the late. 1950s, when the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) was the paradiounblegal 
black resistance group. The ANC 
worked peacefully in an alliance 
with white liberals against laws 
denying black rights. 

In 1959, a splinter .group called 
the Pan-Africanist Congress 
broke away from the ANC, ple- 
dging to "drive whites into the 
sea." The group still exists in exile; - 
but has almost no visible support 
in South Africa. The AN,C, ban- 
ned in 1960, still commands eno- 
rmous support among blacks in 
the country, and wages an armed 


campaign from exile. 

• In 1969. the Black Con- 
sciousness Movement emerged, 
led 1 by Steve Biko with his motto, 1 
“Black man. you / are on your 
own.” Black Consciousness, much 
like its American counterpart, 
played a key role in building black 
pride at a time when the ANC was- 
□early dormant. 

Most Black Consciousness lea- 
ders were jailed in the mid-1970s 
and Mr. Biko died of head wounds 
while in police custody in 1977, 
leaving the organisation without a 
significant presence. The Azahian 
People’s Organisation (A2APO) 
was formed in 1 979 and now car- 
ries the Black Consiousness man- 
tle, arguing that whites cannot 
■ play a leadership role in the. str- 
uggle. It was AZAPO that staged 
the Kennedy protests. 

' But AZAPO has been largely 
overshadowed by the renewed 


multi-racial movement of recent 
years reflected by .the United 
Democratic Front, a coalition of 
anti-apartheid groups that claims 
two million members of all races. 
The Democratic Front, which the 
government calls an internal arm 
of the ANC. organised successful 
boycotts of elections last August 
for a new parliament that includes 
the Asian and mixed-race min- 
orities but excludes blacks. 

The Democratic Front backed 
Sen. Kennedy’s visit, along with 
prominent church groups and 
black trade unions who welcome 
the increased foreign concern over 
apartheid. The Black Con- 
sciousness protests against Sen. 
Kennedy appeared to some of 
those groups an attempt to und- 
ermine the ascendancy of the 
multi-racial movement. 

“As far as we are concerned. 
AZAPO destroyed itself, it lost all 


credibility," Mr. Motlana said. 

Patrick Lekota. a leader of the 
Democratic Front, also called 
AZAPO “negligible," but he ack- 
nowledged that the differences 
between the two streams of black 
activists “is a matter of deep con- 
cem. • 

He said the. Front's executive, 
would meet in two weeks and" this 
is one of the issues we will have to 
discuss. We have invited AZAPO 
in the past to talk to us, but they 
have dismissed us with contempt. 
But it remains our ultimate obi- 1 
igation to knock and knock and **■ 
knock, and gain access to them 
and find common ground ” 

“The mistake with AZAPO is 
they are unable to distill the real 
problem. The struggle is not aga- 
inst white people, but against pol- 
icies pursued by an administration 
that happens to be dominated by 
white people," Mr. Lekota said. 
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Iran inflicts savage patterns of torture on Iraqi PoWs 


Following is a press release on the Iranian ■ regime’s practices against 
the Iraqi prisoners, of war issued by the Iraqi government The Jordan 
Times publlshesihe report as it has received it from the Iraqi Embassy 
in Amman. 


1. The use of the methods of threats 
and torture 


This 15 oue of the methods of cha- 
nging the ideological structure 
through a series of cruel measures 
involving the threat to kill, phy- 
sical and psychological torture and 
sham trials. Through this method, 
many ugly crimes were committed 
including the killing of 30 pri- 
soners of war and the injuring of 
• 70 others for th'e mere reason that 
those prisoners expressed their 
discontent over their mal- 
treatment by the guards. Other 
cages for prisoners witnessed sim- 
ilar executions in Kharg, Bar-' 
an dak, Tazliya, Tawanda, Mes- 
hhad. Simian and Anzall The use 
of Lhis methtd ft aimed at des- 
tabilising the emotional balance, of 
the prisoners of war by suggesting 
to them that a horrible fate awaits 
them if they do not accede to the- 
demands of the enemy. 

2 . Sectarian isolation 

“The enemy*' also resorted to 


isolating the prisoners' according 
to. sect and religion. The ShTites 
for example were kept away from 
■ the Sunnis and the Christians. 
According to this isolation, the 
enemy brought -clergymen from 
each sect and sought to change the 
inclinations of the prisoners of war 
in keeping with their sectarian 
sentiments. 

The aim behind this measure is 
to address the prisoners of war 
each according to his religious bel- 
ief, which makes it easier to ach- 
ieve control over them. As to the 
Christians, they were subjected to 
heavy pressures aimed at con- 
verting them to ShFism arid for- 
cing them to perform Islamic rel- 
igious rites. 

3. Dally coercive measures 

This includes forcing- the pri- 
soners -of war to listen to lengthy 
religious preachings charged with 
hatred for Iraq and its leadership, 
and forcing them to carry the pho- 
tographs of Khomeini and to 
shout slogans against the political 
system in Iraq and to perform col- 


lective prayers. This measure is 
also aimed at accustoming the pri- 
soners of war to such conduct, and 
this leads, through repetition, to 
what is called in psychology the 
"force of habrt” under which the 
prisoner of war feels no sense of 
guilt as a result of sboutmgslogans 
against the regime or carrying the 
photograph of Khomeini, etc... 

4. The method of hidingils pri- 
soners of war / 

"The enemy '* hashi<j(jen large 
numbers of the prisoners of war 
from the International Committee 
of the Red Cross. Suclj a method 
hightens the anxiety/' 6 f the pri- 
soners of war who have been ent- 
irely cut off from news about their 
families. It also increases their fear 
about their undetermined fate a nd 
makes them feel that they are 
exposed to death at any moment 
This may lead a prisoner to acc- 
eding to all the wishes of the 
enemy in order to preserve his life 
and to hear news about his family. 

5. Changing the place of tte pri- 
soners of war 

Under this measure, the enemy 
transfers the prisoners of war, in 
groups or individuaily, from one 
place of detention to other places 
in a continuous manner. This lea- 


ves the prisoner of war in a state of 
continuous anxiety which denies 
him the opportunity to adapt him- 
self to the diemxstances around 
him and to form close relations 
with his fellow prisoners of war. 
This often leads to weakening the 
psychological resistance of the pri- 
soner of war and consequently the 
enemy achieves his aim of making 
the prisoner of war receptive to 
anything in return for stability. 
This also makes the 1 prisoners of 
war more pliable and more rec- 
eptive to ideological suggestion at 
least on the surface in order that 
be may be left alone. 

6. Solitary confinement 

“The enemy” distributed the 
prisoners of war in such a way as to 
make H easy for him to deal with 
them in accordance with his aims. 
He isolated the officers from men. 
He also tried to break up the unity 
of the group by dispersing friends 
and colleagues. “The enemy*' pra- 
ctised solitary detention of ind- 
ividuals who enjoy a good sta- 
nding among the prisoners of war 
and who resist the methods and 
programmes of the enemy. 

This measure ainu at placing 
barriers before the psychological 
unity of the prisoners of war which 
may arise from a group living in 


one place. It also aims at punishing 
the prisoners of war who offer res- 
istance in order that others may 
not contemplate emulating them. 

7. Inserting agents into the ranks 

of prisoners of war 


This takes place by inserting 
elements from the puppet 
"Dawa” Party into the ranks of 
prisoners of war in order to gain 
knowledge about their political 
leanings and loyalties. Those age- 
nts are selected from various areas 
of Iraq and are charged with wri- 
ting accurate reports on. the aff- 
iliations arid allegiances of the pri- 
soners of war and presenting such 
reports to the administration of 

the cage. In the light of such rep- 
orts tortures, solitary con- 
finements and murders are carried 
out 

8. Intimidation of the pilots 

In view of the active role of pil- 
ots tn the war, the enemy has int- 
imidated them by such methods as 
telling them they would be tried 
ayter the war as war criminals. 

This method makes the prisoner 
of war very anxious about his fut- 
ure and fate and may lead to the 


same results referred to elsewhere 
in this report 

9. Poisoning food 

This is done by adding to the 
food poisonous substances or sub- 
stances loosening the bowels in 
order to make the prisoners of war 
suffer from collective severe pain 
or defecate on themselves. This 
measure aims at making the pri- 
soners of war feel bumfliaied arid 
weak and at bringing them ult- 
imately to a stale of psychological 
exhaustion, which makes them 
accept what is imposed on them 
voluntarily in order to ensure their 
safety. 

10. Sexual assault 

The administration of the cages 
of the prisoners of war encourages 
those cooperating with them to 
sexually assault uncooperative 
prisoners of war, particularly juv- 
eniles. This leads to weakening the 
moral deterrent of the prisoner of 
war and to turning him into a pli- 
able tool in the hands of the enemy 
and his agents. 

11. Night raids 

This is done intermittently. At 
various times of the night, the gua- 


rds of the cages of the prisoners of 
war emit alarming cries calling on 
the prisoners of war to gather and 
go out. During these intervals, ind- 
ividual and collective punishments 
are imposed on the prisoners of 
war, such as making them crawl on 
the snow or leaving groups of 
them until txe morning gathering 
piles of snow opposite the gates of 
die prison. This is aimed at dep- 
■ riving the prisoner of war of rest 
and leaving him in a state of psy- 
chological instability in order to 
win him over. 

12. Withholding letters 

For the prisoner of war, the gre- 
atest joy is receiving letters. “The 
enemy” has made a trump card of 
this. He withholds letters from the 
prisoner of war after Lelling him 
that his letters have arrived. This 
measure entails a great deal of 
psychological torture. It is also 
aimed at winning over the pri- 
soner of war by signalling to him 
that all his needs will be met if he 
cooperates. Otherwise, he would 
be deprived of those needs. 

13. Ex h aust i ng forced labour 

Against all divine and human 
principles 7 “the enemy” is imp- 


osing forced labour on the pri- 
soners of war for long hours from 
dawn to dusk, such as unloading 
big trucks or excavation work, 
without their enjoying minimum 
rest and nourishment. At best, 
they eat one meal. Those con- 
ditions have had an adverse effect 
on their health, emotional balance 
and psychological stability. 

14. Various methods of torture 


For the most trifle of reasos, the 
enemy metes out severe and sav- 
age punishments to the prisoners 
of war. The violence and cruelty of 
those punishments are mounting 
with the passage of each day. Per- 
haps the most salient of those pun.- 
ishments, in addition to what we 
have already mentioned, are ins- 
erting cousting materials into the 
mouth, shaving half of the face 
and half of the head and inserting 
a sandal into the mouth, and the 
use of electric shocks. This met- 
hod is aimed at instilling in the 
prisoner of war humiliation and 
permanent fear and consequently 
the complete loss of a sense of sec- 
urity. TTiis may force some pri- 
soners of war to collaborate in 
order to rid themselves of the 
agony of torture. 


Tamil Nadu: Square meal, schooling for every child 


‘A remarkable scheme to meet the nutritional needs of Tamil Nadu's 
seven million two-to-nine year-olds has enlarged school enrolments, 
created thousands of jobs, and given a boost to the rural economy. 


By P.K. Ralar han d ran ■ 

JUST OVER a year and a half 
ago, the government of the South 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu lau- 
nched a daring nutrition scheme: 
it pledged to give every child bet- 
ween two and nine years of age 
and living below the poverty line 
one square meal a day every day of 
the year. 

The task was enormous. There 
are over seven million children in 
this age group in Tamil Nadu, and 
they are spread over thousands of 
villages. The cost also was eno- 
rmous — over $120 million a year. 
But the situation in the state with 
regard to children had all the mak- 
ings of a developing emergency, 

) and something clearly needed to 
be done. . • 

1 Nearly 40 per Ant of all <fefcth& 


in Tamil Nadu occur among chi- 
ldren under the' age of four. _ A 
third of the children who perish 
die of malnutrition. The diet atlas 
of India would show Tamil Nadn. 
somewhere near the bottom of the 
table of calorific intake per head. 
The Indian Council of Medical 
Research has stipulated that 
under Indian conditions, child 
should get at least 2,400 calorific 
units per day. But surveys in the 
state showed that. barely 45 per 
cent of the children were getting 
this required amount Because of 
the prevailing poverty, families 
were unable to afford for each of 
their children the 9 U.S. cents a 
day needed complete provide this 
nutritional minimum 
It is difficult Jo pinpoint, pre- 
tasely the eattent ofoovatV iivfhe 


that about 65 per cent of the peo- 
ple live below the poverty line, but 
an International Labour Org- 
anisation (ILO) publication rec- 
ently put the figure at 75 per cent 
The Green Revolution of the 
mid-sixties, which brought so 
much prosperity to the sub- 
continent and to many in Tamil 
Nadu, unfortunately completely 
bypassed the majority of this 
state’s rural population. 

The inputs which the much- 
proclaimed revolution entailed — 
fertilisers, pesticides, irrigation — 
were too expensive for fanners 
with small holdings who, along 
with landless labourers, were in an 
overwhelming majority. Over 60 
per cent of agricultural land was in 
the hands of just 10 per cent of the 
rural population. 

Additionally, the Green Rev- 
olution boosted rice production 
but left millet, the common man’s 
food in the dry and poverty- 
stricken areas of. the state, unt- 


ouched. With resources being div- 
erted to intensive rice cultivation^, 
and with a fail in state-financed 
irrigation, millet formers in the dry 
areas sank further into poverty, 
and began to lose their land to the 
‘smarter* (read bigger and richer) 
formers. In the ten years of the 
Green Revolution, from 1961 to 
1971, the -percentage of landless 
labourers in the total rural pop- 
ulation actually shot up from 22 to 
38, clearly indicating a trend tow- 
ards increasing poverty. 

There is a powerful form lobby 
in the state, as indeed in most 
other parts of India, but it has alw- 
ays spoken for the . middle and' 
large peasants only. T firing org- 
anisation. form labourers have 
frequently been unable to press 
for the statutory minimum wages 
from the landlords. and poor small 
peasants were unable to capitalise 
on the new technologies: _ • ' 
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The meal that is now served 
under the government scheme 
consists of 80 grammes of rice, 10 
grammes of- lentSs (a major source 
of protein in India), seven gra- 
mmes of the non- fatty pafmolien 
oil condiments, vegetables and 
greens. It costs less than. 5 U.S. 
cents and meets the basic nut- 
ritional requirements. The Avi- 
na*tri|ingafn Chettiar Home . Sci- 
ence College at Coimbatore, 

. under the direction of the well- 
known nutritionist Dr. (Mrs.) 
Rajammal Devadas. has worked 
out a variety of dishes with these 
basic ingredients to .meet the tas- 
tes of the palate and the needs of 
young bodies. 

In order to promote education 
and child core through the dem- . 
and these heme was anticipated to 
produce, it was decided that the 
children would be fed at the state* s 
33323 elementary schools and 
4363 child welfare centres. Par- 
ents who wanted, their children to 
be fed were requited therefore to 
enrol them in one of there ins- 


titutions. IkJp* - JE-j. ; fry mTTi i'y 

The results have -been rein- W - 

arkable, with school enrolments 2F ' t 

going beyond the year’s target of JHP t 

160,000 children in just three *J^B£** 

months. There results confirmed c W9 fJ : |wd 

findings from previous small-scale " ^ 

meals schemes in the state that «* fj -j- - 

enrolment was higher and the * . * 

drop-out rate lower in districts 'Jm>- V? 

and schools which provided a free mmk » • /^V 

mid-day meaL ' W £ 'fiwm 'T!T ■■ ' 

A distinctive feature of the sch- V ^ 

eme was the decision to do away "* w A- i ML**!* 

with cumbersome criteria to det- I r 

ermine eligibility. And visually, it 1 9E * ft jB '£ y 

is very difficult' to distinguish bet- A w 

ween malnonrished children and r' v. . r § / JT ■ffv'C 

those adequately fed. So In .a sit- L. "/ /f" 

uation where a substantial maj- J "■ ”** ‘ 

ority of the: households do hot •/ ,. f f5fe Jf7^. '• 

have enough to meet their basic J 

needs, school teachers and child ^ A , Jr*- * 

welfare workers were asked not to Hllll l _ » r — ^ 5t — ^ : 

deny food to any child. Unlike 1 . • 

many previous, nutritionai .pro- ^aprouiSte scKol ennAneot, the feeding scheme required that the meals be served in school. 
graquuK^ therefore, tiuj^resent ... 

one has considerable flc^ility at ,-^poas of society: The cooks and i mum. But unlike the teachers, The absence ol heal 
the -grass-roots' level. . as ^helpers in many "places are “har- these workers are not. organised in rural, especially remc 
"The sdieme has had several ext- ijans”, traditionally considered and their voice is not given the a problem. Three quar 
ninety beneficial 'spinoffs. Inc- the “untouchable” caste. The fact hearing it deserves. medical services are in 

reared enrolment ' immediately that children of all castes sit tog- Though public contribution of private practitioner* 
created the need for 4,000 more ether and eat food cooked or ser- have been coming in and have cro- to congregate around 
teachers. The commitment to feed v ed by a “harijan” is in itself a ssed the $1 million mark, the centres. The state- rui 
every hnnkrv- child, also meAnt noteworthy social advance. well-to-do have not shown ent-- and clinics are also larj 






The scheme has had several ext- 
remely beneficial 'spinoffs. Inc- 
reased enrolment immediately 
created tile need for 4,000 more 
teacher Tito commitment tofeed 
every hungry child also me&nt 
opening schools about a kilometre 
apart throughout the state, as well 
as. the establishment of 1300 
more cluld welfare centres. 

The state’s farmers have ben- 
efited from the scheme too. The 
government today buys 20,000 
additional tonnes of rice .and 
2,400 tonnes of lentils a year from 
them for this scheme alone. Veg- 
etables, coddimehes and firewood 
afe also bought locally, and the 
whole operation has given the 


The scheme has its 
strains and stresses 

Though there has been no dis- 
ruption of the scheme so far, str- 
esses and strains are evident. For 
one thing, teachers in general but 
particularly those in single- 
teacher schools, feel ove- 
rburdened by the task of sup- 
ervising the coolring and feeding 
of hundreds of children every day 
without a holiday, and without 


local small-jscale grower and tra- extra pay. Teachers’ organisations 
der as well as the local economy a have ■ threatened to pyH their 


much-needed -boost. 

In all,. 120,000 new jobs have 
been created by .the scheme so for. 
Governmeht regularions ensured 
that these jobs were taken up by 
those in the most deprived com- 
munities and in the weakest sec- 


members out of the scheme if act- 
ion is no t taken soon to specifically 
recruit people to look after the 
feeding. 

Another problem concerns the 
cooks and helpers, who are paid 
far less than the statutory min- 


imum. But unlike the teachers, 
there workers are not. organised 
and then voice is not given the 
hearing it deserves. 

Though public contribution 
have been coming in and have cro- 
ssed the $1 million mark, the 
well-to-do have not shown ent- 
husiasm for the scheme. Con- 
tributors have complained of pol- 
itical coercion. The richer temples 
which were made to contribute 
also protested and even thr- 
eatened court action. 

Some critic have pointed out 
that a nutritious meals scheme 
cannot have the desired impact 
unless it is accompanied by a good 
health delivery system. It is in this 
sphere that Tamil Nadu has a long 
way to go. Its per capita spending 
on health is below the Indian nat- 
ional average. It spends barely 
eight per cent of its annual outlay 
on health, which is just one third 
of the minimum requirement 


The absence of health services 
in rural, especially remote areas, is 
a problem. Three quarters of the 
medical services are in the hands 
of private practitioners who tend 
to congregate around the urban 
centres. The state-run hospitals 
and clinics are also largely in the 
urban areas. Rural clinics, where 
they exist, are often short of staff 
and medicines as few doctors and 
officials are keen to serve in the 
rural areas. 

There is evidence, however, 
that the authorities are conscious 
that the hard-won benefits gained 
from the feeding scheme could be . 
offset by an inadequate health del- 
ivery network. The newly- 
. introduced health card system — 
as part of the meals scheme — 
might therefore be the precursor 
of a more comprehensive plan for 
easier access to health care in 
Tamil Nadu — UNICEF News. 
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Liechtenstein: A state comes out of its shell for big money sun always shines 


The tiny Alpine principality of Liechtenstein is taking daring steps into 
' the world of international finance. Jonathan Carr, recently in Vaduz, 
takes a look at the country’s record of prosperity and Us dreams for the 
future. 


.THE Liechtensteiners are going 
forth to do battle with the rest of 
the world. To avoid alarm, let 
there be no misunderstanding. 
The little 61 square miles Alpine . 
principality wedged between Aus- 
tria and Switzerland disbanded its 
80-man army in 1868, and there 
"are no plans to reinstate it. The 
contest now being joined is in the 
field of international finance turd 
the fast-growing Bank in Lie- 
chtenstein (BiL} is leading. the 
.advance. It initially established 
footholds in London, Zurich and^ 
New York — and now has just 
opened in Frankfurt too.. _ 

At fust sight this seems odd. 
After ail Liechtenstein is famed 
.for attracting foreign funds like a • 
magnet, thanks to its low taxes, 
almost impenetrable banking sec- 
recy and unusually flexible (not to 
say baffling) company law. Why 
then should bankers already bas- 
’ Icing in a financial paradise be so 
keen to spread their wings abr- 
oad? 

.The answer has much to do with 
the acumen of . a ruling family 
which over centuries has shown a 
striking ability, to keep abreast of 
the times — and whose private, 
foundation owns all but a few per 
cent of the BiL. 

Originally based in Vienna fhe 
aristocratic . House of Lie-, 
chtenstcin only acquired the little 
state — which "henceforth bore 
the family name — in the qarly 


18th century. The principality 
thus became the westernmost' 
outpost (and a poor one at that) of 
vast family estates stretching acr- 
oss Austria into Eastern Europe. 
More than 80 per cent of those 
possessions were engulfed, first by 
the collapse of the Austro- 
Hungarian empire in 1919, then 
through the World War II and the 
descent of the Iron Curtain. But 
that still left a lot of wealth behind, 
including the BiL (founded in 
1920), real estate and one of the 
world's richest private ait col- 
lections. 

Since the war, Liechtenstein has 
prospered mightily, t han ks not 
least to the prescient decision in 
the 1920s to take the state into 
customs union with Switzerland 
and to adopt the Swiss franc as the 
national currency (while retaining 
full fiscal autonomy). Industry has 
boomed, there are no strikes or 
unemployment: (indeed there is a 
chronic shortage of labour) and 
per capita income is among the . 
highest in the world. 

Moreover, while having the full 
advantage of belonging to the tra- 
ditionally stable Swiss franc zone, 
Liechtenstein offers some benefits 
even Switzerland does not wholly 
match. For example, the pri- 
ncipality does not have the 35 per. 
cent withholding tax which the 
Swiss levy — one key ' factor pro- 
. mpting thousands of foreign com- 
panies to take nominal residence 


in Liechtenstein. Banking dis- 
cretion in the little state is so com- 
plete (aided by the absence of 
.double taxation accords with all 
countries but Austria) that the 
saymg-is often heard: “ If you want 
a real Swiss account, go to Lie- 
chtenstein.*' 

Small wonder that Lie- 
chtenstein is a major draw and 
turntable for international funds 
and that the principality has ben- 
efited from this. 

It might seem that the. ruling' 
family could look down on all this 
with some complacency from its 
castle (to which it wisely moved 
from Austria in 1938) set high 
above Vaduz, the Liechtenstein 
capital. But times change and 
some of the foundations of par- 
adise are not quite what they were. 

For one thing, there were the 
scandals a few years ago over 
shady financial transactions inv- 
olving locally-based “letter box 7 * 
companies, fe a. recent interview, 
Crown prince Hans Adam, who 
took over the reins of office last 
summer, emphasised that his cou- 
ntry had since brought in much 
stricter controls which had proved 
their worth. Ideed the controls are 
more stringent than those applied 
by many another “offshore cen- 
tre” . The affair undedihesthe del- 
icate problem of keeping a bal- 
ance, tough enough to hold the 
really shady dealers at bay but lib- 
eral enough to ensure a lot of bus- 
iness, does hot simply flow els- 
ewhere. 

Then there is the continuing 
.heavy pressure on Switzerland, 


notably from the tLS., to relax its 
banking seaecy . tb help catch tax 
evaders and. others:^ UeCbtensfein 
has largely escaped such pressure 
so far ; — but for bow much longer? 
And rappore Switzerland oneday 
decided to do more- to maich the 
kind of tax bfene^t?- Liechtenstein 
offers? Few m. the principality are 
ready to say- it out, loud ~ but it is 
likely - that Switzerland and- Lie- 
chtenstein^ rivals as well as good 
friends, will come closer- in their 
financial and fiscal regulation. 

-The corollary is that Lie- 
chtenstein must develop banking 
and fitiancial services which .do not 
rely so heavily on the principality's 
current -special position. “We 
must be able to-find — and win — 
with the same weapons oifr com- 
petitors abroad Jiaver is, the kind 
of phrase one hears in Vaduz. 

. Hence the surge Of foreign exp-, 
ansion under w$y by the bank in 
Liechtenstein under Mr. Christian 
Norgren, 43 : , its' dynamic -cha- 
irman. Mr. Norgren, a Swede,, was 
brought hi four years ago by the 
princely family pQt. just to head the 
* bank, but also to act as' president 
and. chief executive officer of -the 
House of Liechtenstein fou- 
ndation. He ‘already had wide 
experience and contacts as head of 
Dcutsch- Skandinavische Bank in 
Frankfurt. 

Now be is working hand in glove 
with.Crown.Prince Hans Adam to 
give the BiL a firm international 
base. . « • 

. Within months of Mr. Nor- 
gretfs arrival, in Vaduz, the BiL 
. had opened a representative office 


in London and a subsidiary there, 
.BiL Securities, for asset man- 
"agement, investment advice and 
brokerage .services. Further off- 
' shoots 'followed — m Zurich in 
1983, in, New York in 1984 and. 
most recently in Mr. Norgren’s old. 
base, Frankfurt. 

At homein Vaduz, Mr. Norgren 
also brought in new foreign blood, 
including a West German banker 
to run BiL’s foreign credits div- 
ision and an Englishman, with 
years of experience at the Bank of 
England and Morgan Grenfell to 
handle institutional investors. The 
bank’s total assets have jumped, 
from some'SwFr2 billion in 1981 
when Mr. Norgren. took over to 
well over 5wFr3 bfllkra ($1.1 bil- 
lion) in midrl984. But even that 
rise does not reflect the full pace of 
expansion in view of the BiL’s 
buoyant service business off the 
balance sheet. ; 

The expansion is notwithoutits 
problems and calculated ' risks. 
.True the Zurich subsidiary, Bil- 
frnanz und Verwaltung, run by a 
-senior Swiss banker, -has begun 
well — with booming demand for 

its investment advice -and asset 
management services, above ah 
“from institutional' clients. The 
New York operation is felt likely 
to develop a lucrative niche for 
itself too, offering portfolio man- 
agement in U.S. markets to non- 
residents. For the D-mark bus- 
iness now concentrated in Fra- 
nkfurt, the BiL has also drawn a 
strong team together, snapping up 
some former senior staff of Sch- 


.roder, Munchmeyer, Hengst as 
well as directors from Warburg- 
Brinckmann, Wirtz and Merck, 
Finck. 

But some insiders feel that in its 
latest move — building up its 
London operation into a full 
branch — the BiL may be biting 
off more than it can easily chew. It 
is pointed out that the competition 
in London is ultrafierce, margins 
slim and that even with its strong 
staff the BiL must be prepared for 
a long and tough haul there. 

There is anotbbr risk too. The 

BiL is going abroad with a high 
-profile, which would be quickly 
harmed if any scandals (however 
unconnected with the bank) inv- 
olving the name of Liechtenstein 
arose as they did in the 1970s. The 
BiL, after all, could have followed 
a more cautious strategy — taking 
minority stakes in foreign credit 
institutes and retying more on 
consortia] banking. 

But Crown Prince Hans Adam 
makes clear he wants none of that 
(and the approach would hardly 
suit Mr. Norgren’s temperament 
either). The prince emphasises 
that Liechtenstein wants to show 
the world it can well succeed in 
“sensible, steady banking'’ — and 
there is more than a note of cha- 
llenge in his voice. It is the tone of 
a man prepared to take risks when 
he feels they are justified. And 
after all, his family has been doing 
just that — and surviving rather 
well — for much longer than most 
— Financial Times news feature. 


VIENNA — This March seven 
countries in East Africa and the 
Middle East will together present 
more than $2 ,500 million worth of 
industrial investment projects to a 
host of potential overseas inv- 
estors. Democratic Yemen, Dji- 
bouti, Egypt, Somalia, Sudan, 

: Uganda and Yemen are meeting 
in Khartoum for the regions’ firct 
joint investment promotion mee- 
ting (March 4-8) hosted by the 
j Sudanese government and org- 
anised by the U.N. Industrial 
Development Organisation 
(UNIDO). 

The meeting wiD provide the 
chance for project sponsors from 
the region to meet industrialists, 
bankers and financiers from Eur- 
I ope, .North America and Asia to 
discuss likely areas of col- 
laboration. These include joint 
ventures, industrial financing, 
acquisition of know-how and tec- 
hnology, access to foreign mar- 
kets, industrial redeployment and 
tr aining . 

Ranging from $428 milli on for a 
steel reinforcing bar plant to 
$ 200,000 for a thermoplastics 
moulding operation, the 293 pro- 
jects an offer cover a spectrum of 
| industrial sectors. They include 
agro-industiy, textiles, leather 
products, mineral processing, bui- 
; Iding materials, basic metal pro- 
! ducts, chemicals, pharmaceuticals 
1 and others. For most investors, 
there will literally be almost 
! “something for everyone”. 

Stretching from the Med- 
I iteiTanean Sea, south to Lake Vic- 
toria and east across the Arabian 
Peninsula, the two regions offer an 


enormous potential for dev- 
elopment of agriculture, fishing, 
mining and related industries. 
Blessed by near-perfect weather 
and the Nile Rivet’s 4,160 miles of 
drainage, they abound in excellent 
farmland. Opportunities for ere-, 
a ting viable agroindustries are ' 
immense, given advanced tec- 
hnology coupled with better agr- 
iculture and water resource man- 
agement. 

Abundant reserves of copper, 
chromium, iron ore, gypsum, sul- 
phur and salt, together with some 
significant deposits of oil and gold, 
make East Africa and the Middle 
East an attractive prospect for 
mineral exploitation and pro- 
cessing for both domestic con- 
sumption and export markets, 

While labour in the countries of 
these regions is abundant, tra- 
nsforming their economies from 
production of primary products to 
manufacturing of finished goods 
requires managerial technical and* 
financial assistance from ind- 
ustrialised nations. 

To make this a reality, the Kha- 
rtoum meeting will aim at att- 
racting advanced technology, as 
weD as the financial and man- 
agerial help needed from ind- 
ustrialised nations.. As in all 
UNIDO investment meetings, it 
will focus on. the projects the- 
mselves, the object being to afford 
foreign investors and regional 
promoters maximum 
time. A series of face-to-face, ind- 
ividual negotiations will form the 
core of a week of intensive bus- 
iness discussions — UNIDO press 
release. 
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Sports 


Bulgaria dominates weightlifting 


MELBOURNE (R) — Bulgaria completed their 
domination of the weightlifting competition at the 
Australia Games Monday winning gold medals In 
the seven divisions contested. 


But the lack of strong com- 
petition from Soviet competitors, 
currently snowed into their tra- 
ining camp, meant no world rec- 
ords were broken at the games, 
the largest sporting event in Mel- 
bourne since the 1956 Olympics. 

“I didn't think any of our lifters, 
except maybe Naim Sulejmanov. 


was capable of breaking a world 
record here,” said Bulgarian 
coach Ivan Abadjiev. “The lifters 
were just not well enough pre- 
pared.” 

Only diminutive teenage str- 
ongman Sulejmanov, already a 
multiple world record-holder, att- 
empted a world best but all four of 


FOR RENT 

Apartment in Jabat Amman (3rd Circle): Two bed- 
’ rooms, sitting room, dining room, bathroom, kit- 
chen, TV. telephone, central heating. 


All appliances and newly furnished 
Phone: 42351 ext 19 


DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 


Consists of 3-bedrooms, salon, sitting and dining 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 verandas and a kitchen. With 
separate central heating and telephone. Located in 
the third floor of a building consisting of six flats. 

Location: Abdullah Ghoseh St., 7th Circle. 

Call Tel: 811500 Amman. 


Today... Today... 


Cinema Opera 


Abdali. Tel: 675573, Abdali Trading Centre, behind 
Alia offices 


Proudly presents a film packed with joy, excitement 
and love: 


sir^YsfibERE^ 





The cinema is centrally heated 


Performances: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


his efforts Sunday in the 60kg class 
failed. 

“If the full Soviet team had 
been here the results would have 
been better and the competition 
tougher," 'Abadjiev said. 

Bulgaria’s 1980 Olympic Cha- 
mpion Asen Zlatev lifted a total of 
350 kg to win the 90 kg class Mon- 
day from Italians Alfio Sardo 

(327.5) and Franco Tosi (322.5). 

Yanko Georgia v totalled 375 

kg in -the 110 kg division to win 
from Australian Tony Hills 

(357.5) and Vanni Lauzana of 
Italy (352.5). 

Pavel Kuznetsov, the 23- 
year-old former world champion, 
picked up the only gold medal for 
the Soviet team of only three 
competitors, by winning the 100 
kg class. 

Kuznetsov snatched 160 kg and 
clean- and-jerked 202 3 kg for a 
total of.382.5 kg. His jerk total 
was almost 40 kg short of bis own 
world record. 


Gino Fratangelo. a 26-year-old 
Australian schoolteacher, took 
the silver medal with a total of 
362 .5 kg while New Zealander 
Kevin Blake hoisted 335 kg for 
the bronze. 


Foster sets 
record in 
hurdles 


ROSEMONT, Illinois (R) — 
Greg Foster of the United States 
set a world indoor record in the 50 
metres hurdles Sunday with a time 
of 6.3 seconds. 


Foster’s time, recorded during a 
heat at an athletics meeting here, 
broke the record of 6.36 seconds 
set by-Renaldo Nehemiah of the 
i United States in 1979. 


FOR EMBASSIES AND DIPLOMATIC CORPS 


On sale, a Cadillac Seville automobile, Braughan 
d'Elegance 1982 model, quite new, made 6,700 kms. 
only, with American licence plate: immediate delivery. 
Final price JD 5,000.000 (Five Thousand Jordan 
Dinars) 


Contact Mr. Sama'an, Tel: 663347, during working 
hours or 

817502 (residence) after 6:00 p.m. 


WATER AUTHORITY RAMTHA 
WATER AND SEWERAGE PROJECT 
CONTRACT NO. R-1/19/85 

1- The Water Authority invites experienced contractors 
from member countries of the World Bank, Swi- 
tzerland and Taiwan and contractors in the Has- 
hemite Kingdom of Jordan who have been pre- 
qualified as General and First Class Water and Sew- 
erage Contractors by the Ministry of Public Worksof 
Jordan to submit bid for the supply and construction 
of the Ramtha Contract No. Rl, Water Distribution 
and Wastewater Collection Systems. The project 
consists of the supply and construction of about 21 
km of water mains ranging in diameter from 80 mm 
to 300 mm, supply and construction of about 3 km of 
water line ranging in diameter from 1/2 - inch M 12- 
inches and supply and construction of about 52 km 
of sewers ranging in diameter from 150 mm to 700 
mm. 

2- A prebid conference will be. held on Thursday Feb- • 
ruary 26, T985 beginning,# 0900Wrsatthe office 

. lAMIrtr A ■ it i*i4w . ‘ * 


envelope in person or by mail the information on the 
firm requested in the Instructions to Bidders. The 
information will be evaluated and contractors wiii be 
informed whether or not to .submit a bid. 

4 The bids are due no later than 1200 noon, Jordan 
local time on March 16, 1985 at the office of the 
Water Authority. 

5- Contract documents may be examined and pur- 
chased at the following address: 

Water Authority 
Jebel Hussein 
Nablus Street 
P.O. Box 2412, 

Amman, Jordan 
Telephone 666111 
Telex 22439 WAJ Jo. 


The cost of the Initial copy of the contract doc- 
uments purchased by a bidder is JD 200.000 per set, 
and the cost of any additional copies of the contract 
documents by a bidder is JD 100.000 per set. No ref- 
unds will be made forthe return of full or partial sets of 
contract documents. Copies of the contract doc- 
uments wiii be sent to prospective bidders by the Water 
Authority upon receipt of the proper amount in a bank 
check. 


President, 
Eng. M.S. Kilani 
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Chess game 46 
underway after 
postponement 


Liverpool foils York’ s 
F.A. Cup aspirations 


Minister proposes 
tax exemption.. .. 
for sport donors 


MOSCOW (R) — The World 
Chess Championship match bet- 
ween title holder Anatoly Karpov 
and Gariy Kasparov got under 
way again Monday after game 46 
was postponed last Friday. 

When play began, the Soviet 
grandmasters chose the ruy lopez 
opening for only the second time 
in the series which began last Sep- 
tember. 

Soviet chess experts said the 
game was developing into a close 
struggle. Game 44. the last time 
the grandmasters used the ruy 
lopez opening, ended in a draw on 
move 38 after one of the most exc- 
iting encounters of the Marathon' 
match. 

Karpov, 33. leads 5-1 in the 
match and needs one more win to 
clinch the series. Kasparov, 21. 
has white in Monday’s game at 
Moscow’s Ornate Hali of Col- 
umns near Red Square. 

Game 46 had been scheduled 
for Friday but was postponed. A 
Soviet official said the hall was 
needed for a meeting of Moscow 
City Communist Party officials 
over the weekend. 


LONDON (R) — Little York 
City’s ambitions of playing in the 
English Football Association 
(F.A.) Cup final were put in per- 
spective Monday when they were 
paired with European champions 
Liverpool m the fifth round draw. 

Ever since Keith Houchen net- 
ted a last-minute penalty to earn 
the third division stragglers a fou- 
rth round victory over Arsenal on 
Saturday, York fans' have been 
luxuriating in the prospect of att- 
ending the final on May IR. 

But Wembley’s famous Twin 
Towers receded far into the dis- 
tance with the news that Liverpool 
wiD be their next opponents, and, 
even with home advantage, 
York’s dream is likely to come to 
an abrupt end on February 16. 

Inexplicably, Liverpool have a 
poor record in the F.A. Cup — 

I their only triumphs coming in 
i 1965 and 1974 — but their 1-0 
victoiy over Tottenham Sunday 
saw them installed as joint fav- 
ourites with city neighbours Eve- 
rton. 

Everton. too, should have little 
trouble in reaching the quarter- 


final after being drawn at home , 
against fourth division Darlington 
or Telford, the sole remaining 
minor league side. 

Manchester United were not so 
fortunate. They face the prospect 
of visiting either Oxford or Bla- 
ckburn, two of the clubs in the for- 
efront of the division two pro- 
motion race and just the kind of 
opposition United dread. 

Oxford, then in the third div- 
ision, beat United In last season’s 
League Cup while Blackburn 
boast a glorious F.A. Cop history. 

The draw produced a series of 
intriguing clashes, notably the all- 
first division games between 
□ear-neighbours Litton and Wat- 
ford, and Ipswich's home tie with 
dark horses Sheffield Wednesday. 

Everton and Liverpool head the 
betting list at 7-2, followed by 
Manchester United at 6-1, and 
Sheffield Wednesday and Sou- 
thampton on 8-1. 

York’s followers may feel tem- 
pted to have a wager at 200-1 but 
the odds of 9-2 offered, for a 
Lrverpool-Everton final look a 
more realistic bet. 


AMMAN .(J.T.) — Youth and 
Sport circles in the country have 
welcomed recommendations by 
the Minister of Finance Hanna 
Odeh and the income Tax Dep- 
artment Director General Salman 
.Al Tarawneh to the cabinet to 
exempt private companies and 
institutions from income tax on 
their donations to youth and sport 
dubs, federations and institutions. 

They said that this decision will 
have positive reflections on youth 
and sport movement in the cou- 
ntry and will promote and develop 
sport activities in Jordan, 


The clubs and federations, 
which include thousands of youths 
under their umbrellas, are anx- 
iously waiting for tins cabinet's 
decision in this respect to embody 
the important interaction between 
youth and the conscious lea- 
dership, the circles said. They said 
once the recommendations are 
approved by the cabinet, it will be 
a great opportunity for our nat- 
ional institutions, banks, com- 
panies and individuals to offer 
support to sport movement in Jor- 
dan. 


TIME 


EUROPE 


Lloyd beats Navratilova in 
Virginia Slims tennis match 


AWKWARD ANNIVERSARY (Europe debates 
how to celebrate V-E Day) 

STANDING FAST IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
(France to maintain strength in New Caledonia) 
TELLY HO (House of Lords admits television) 
THE POPE ON THE ROAD (Cover story on 
papa! travels) - 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) 
— Chris Evert Lloyd of the United 
States, playing what she termed 
the best tennis of her career, whi- 
pped Martina Navratilova 6-2, 
6-4 in the finals of the Virginia 
Slims of Florida Women’s Tennis 
Tournament Sunday to end more 
than two years of frustrating losses 
against her nemesis. 


/4cU don't note foantieo, 

t&eoe foeofde do. 




Outside catering - bring the Marriott to your home. 


AMMAN C? A ' i A 

-*W L ott 


Call 660100 


Lloyd broke Navratilova' s serve 
in the first and third games and 
never trailed on her own serve in 
the first set at the Sheraton Royal 
Biscayne Racquet Club. 

In the second set, Lloyd scored 
three service breaks, including 
love games in the seventh and 
ninth against Navratilova's serve. 
She won her third match point 
when Navratilova looped a for- 
ehand long. 

“I was a little afraid after the 
first set," Lloyd said at a joyful 
news conference after the 66- 
minute match, “because I don’t 
think Tve ever played that well in 
my life. 

“My passing shots and my ret- 
urn of serve were the best ever, 
and I have to do that to beat Mar- 
tina.” 

Navratilova, ranked No. 1, had 
beaten No. 2-ranked Lloyd 13 
consecutive times in the past two 
years. The last time Lloyd beat 
Navratilova was in the finals of the 
December 1 982 Australian Open, 
where she won 6-3, 2-6, 6-3. 

: - JJqycJ appeared to have closed 
the g^between herself and Nav- 
ratilova' when she pushed her fri- 
endly foe before losing 4-6, 6-4, 
6-4 in the U.S. Open last falL In 
Sunday’s match, it was hard to tell 
which player was supposed to be 
No. 1. 

While racing to a 4-0 lead. 
Lloyd played nearly flawlessly 
from her baseline perch and Nav- 
ratilova struggled with her serve. 

Lloyd said she thought the tur- 
ning point in the match came early 
in the second set, when she fell 
behind 0-30 on her own serve only 
to rally and win the game. 

The two traded service breaks 
from that point until Lloyd broke 
through for a 5-4 lead with a whi- 
zzing passing shot off one of Nav- 
ratilova’ s few good first serves. 

-Lloyd took a quick 40-15 lead 
on her serve, but allowed Nav- 
ratilova to come back and force 
the game to deuce. But Nav- 
ratilova hit a relatively easy volley 
wide and then stroked a forehand 
long to give Lloyd the match. 

Navratilova, now tied with 
Lloyd 31-31 in their lifetime ser- 
ies, had said Saturday that she 
thought she could beat Lloyd even 
if she had a bad day . 






SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


& Living - rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

* Bedroom sets 

☆ WSall units 
^Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubS for children 
ir Modem Danish design 

* Feather upholstery 

* Danish-Pack Homes 

☆Tax-free if applicable 

! Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 


To advertise in 
this section 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 


f CHINESE 1 

■ AiSmiMANT' .fii" 


Air-conditioned 


. Tne youtnful 
style with an 
eye to the future 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 


I. 'TOURISMO 

! 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman I 
Opposite Akllah Hospital. 


PEKING DUCK A 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


VISIT SOON I 


Phone 666320 


Open dally 
.12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


j Tel. 41093 J 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeaue 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our. 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon • 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 pjm. - Midnight 


CHINA 

RESTAURA1 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 


The. first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ova- 
iiable 

‘Open daily l 1 JO *330 - and 6-JO 
11:00 


packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, c tearing, 
door-to-door service 


r Agantt OWN- HUM 
Tel: 664090 He mm MM 


AQABA, Tel. 4415 


P.O. Bra MAST 


5 
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Omani, UAE businessmen 
agree to end trade row 

MUSCAT. (R) r— Businessmen from Oman and the United Arab 

• Emirates (UAE)Monday reached a tentative agreement to pave the 
way for an end to a long-standing dispute over imports of UAE 
cement into. Oman. 

. A two-day meeting of the chambers of commerce from the two 
-countries also made progress towards resolving a dispute over the 
sale of cars to UAE citizens by Omani agents operating in the border 

Oasis of Biira rrm 

Omani merchants accuse the neighbouring UAE of dumping their 
surplus cement on the Omani market at unrealistic prices- The UAE 
producers complain of a 20 per cent import duty imposed by Oman to 
■ protect its fledging cement industry. .* . - 

Under the tentative agreement announced Monday the UAE pro- 
ducers will meet to agree on a standard price for their cement exports 
. .to Oman. 

The Omani side .will send them an annual estimate of the amount 
Oman needs to make up the shortfall in domestic production, eff- 
ectively setting a quota. 

Oman has a cement production capacity of 850,000 tonnes a year 
compared with consumption of about 1 .2 million. 

If the system works satisfactorily, the Omanis will recommend that 
/ their government abolish the 20 per cent tariff, bringing Oman into 

• line with other members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

The six-member GCC has removed customs barriers between 
member states bur Oman was granted a partial exemption to allow its 
local industries to catch up with GCC competitors. 

On the car trade, the chambers of commerce agreed to bring 
together agents from both countries to work out an acceptable arr- 
angement, officials said. 

UAE agents have complained that the Omanis have been taking 

- away up to 20 per cent of commerce officials told Renters most of the 
cars were sold to customers from Yemen and Saudi Arabia. 

The trade talks also discussed UAE complaints that the Omani 
customs authorities cause unnecessary delays to imports of fresh' food 
in border areas. 

Czechoslovakia reports 
rise in economic growth 

VIENNA (R) — Czechoslovakia, one of the most highly ind- 
ustrialised states in the Soviet Bloc, Sunday reported a further rise m 
economic growth in 1 984. ■ 

Gross national income, a measure similar to gross national pro- 
duct, rose by 3.2 per cent, a report by the Federal Statistics Qffice 

- issued by the official Ceteka News Agency showed. In 1983 it grew 
by 2.7 per cent. 

Industrial production rose by 3. 9 per cent, more than the 2_5 per 
cent planned, the report said. In 1 983 industrial output grew by three 
per cent. 

. The fastest growth was registered in electrical and general eng- 
ineering, paper, light industries such as glass and china, and medical 
equipment, the report said. 

Agricultural output rose by 3.6 per cent m 1984 compared with a 
2-2 per cent rise in 1983. The grain harvest was a record 12 million 
tonnes and production of sugar beet and potatoes, hh by drought in 
1983. also rose. 


Venezuela invests in gas to 
sustain its oil exports 

CARACAS (R) — Venezuela is investing $2 billion in natural gas to 
-sustain its. oil exports in the face of rising energy consumption at 
Home. 

The government last month gave the go-ahead for the Niugas 
project, -^n 800 kilometre gas- distribution network which will meet 
nfci&kHwpll into the 2fst xefitSs^. ’ 
"A'big'dtf ’exporter fck'liO-yp&TS, Venezuela has always- hadlarge ' 
reserves of associated gas, most of which was burned off until the 
. 1970s. Recent exploration has shown the existence of huge deposits 
of gas not associated with oiL 

“We could be sitting on at least two Algerias here,” said Mr. Frank 
Alcock, president of the oQ operating subsidiary Corpoven. 

Proven gas reserves are officially estimated as equivalent to 10 
billion barrels of oil, placing Venezuela in the top 10 in the world, but 
' industry officials say there could be as much as three times this 
amount. - 

Unlike Algeria and Mexico, Venezuela is looking at natural gas 
mainly as a substitute for domestically-consumed oil. 

The SE2 billion Nurgas project, being carried out by. Corpoven, is 
expected to free for export at least 120,000 barrels a day of oO now 
consumed by domestic power stations. 

Natural gas will be used more in industry and possibly as fuel for 
vehicles, but prices must be worked out first,- Mr. Alcock said. 

“ In Venezuela gas sells for $4 a barrel, just about breakeven point, 
while in the United States it goes for $20,” he said. 

1 Gas has had a long history of neglect in Venezuela, and from 1920 
until the 1970s, while the oQ business was in private hands, most was 
flared uselessly into the air. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



"Your wife left a message: 'Hang on, 
only 99 hours, four minutes and two 
seconds until the weekend.' " 


| THATSCRAMBLEft WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jum bles, 
one tetter to each -square,- to form 
tour oitiiriary words. 
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• THE BIGGEST 
PART OF THE FISH. 

arrange the' dieted tetters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above carfooa 

Print answer hare: £ j xr am 

(Answers tomorrow) 

jurtStes: CHOKE PURSE LANCER HUM&LE 
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Lebanese 
bankers 
to support 
pound 

BEIRUT (R) Lebanese ban- 
kers have reached a gentlemen's 
-agreement to prevent further 
dramatic falls of the Lebanese 
pound against foreign currencies, 
dealers said Monday. 

The pound drifted higher in 
cautious and quiet trading Mon- 
day, closing at 1 0.65 pounds to the 
dollar after opening at 10.85/ 
11.00. 

The pound lost and then rec- 
overed 10 percent of its value aga- 
inst the dollar on Friday and Sat- 
urday. Dealers blamed the drop 
on speculative demand for dollars 
by banks against a background of 
political and economic unc- 
ertainty. 

Civil war and Israeli occupation 
of South Lebanon have caused 
grave economic problems, while 
the political situation was agg- 
ravated at the weekend by a res- 
ignation. threat by Education 
Minister Selim Hoss from the nat- 
ional unity cabinet brought on a 
fresh political crisis. 

The bankers’ association Sun- 
day night offered to take uns- 
pecified measures to curb spe- 
culation after contacts with the 
president, senior cabinet ministers 
and the governor of the central 
bank. 

** People are not buying dol- 
lars,” said a dealer. “After last 
night’s meeting there is a gen- 
tlemen's agreement between 
banks not to speculate. Dollar 
demand is being satisfied from 
banks’ private positions.” 

Scargill 
reaffirms 
tough stand ‘ 

LONDON (R) — The leader of 
Britain's striking miners, Mr. Art- 
hur. Scargill, said Monday there 
would be no sell-out by the union 
m talks with coal chiefs Tuesday 
on reopening peace negotiations! 

Mr. Scargill, interviewed on 
British Commercial Television, 
brushed aside newspaper sug- 
gestions that he was losing the 
46-week-old strike over state coal 
board plans to close money-losing 
pits. ■ . i'.iV’. _ 

“There will bfgjio betrayal. by 
this union," he said. “You can rest 
assured that there will be no sel- 
ling down the river." 

The board, anxious to cut a gov- 
ernment subsidy of more than a 
biffion sterling (dollars) a year, has 
said that any peace formula must 
recognise its right to close loss- 
making pits. 

The union has said throughout 
that only unsafe or exhausted pits 
should dose but has come under 
increasing pressure as more men 
have drifted back to work, joining 
those who defied the strike from 
the outset. 

Mr. Scargill refused to respond 
to the board's tough stand, saying 
simply that the union would go 
into the . talks-on-talks without 
pre-conditions. 


British interest rates rise 
to 14% as sterling slumps 


LONDON (R) — British interest rates rose Monday 
to their highest level for three years as the pound 
sterling slumped to new average lows on foreign 
exchange markets because of uncertainty over oQ- 
prices. 


The rise in bank base lending 
rates to 14 per cent from 12 per 
cent was led by Britain’* biggest, 
commercial bank Barclays Bank 
and quickly endorsed by the cou- 
ntry’s central bank.; Other com- 
mercial banks were expected to 
follow. ” 

The latest rise takes interest 
rates 4 -Vi percentage points hig- 
her than they were just 2 -Vi weeks 
ago before sterling started to slide 
rapidly, forcing the government to 
act to defend it. . 

Currency traders said sterling 
had dropped to a record London 
trading low of $1.1060 on a news 
report from Geneva indicating 
sharp discord among OPEC oil 
ministers in their efforts to prop 
up world prices. 

Sterling is vulnerable to signs of 
lower oil prices because Britain is 
a major producer. 

At midday in London, the Bank 
of England said the sterling index, 
a measure of the pond 1 s value now 
against 17 other currencies com- 
pared with 1 9 75, stood at 703 per 


cent, the lowest since the index 
was started. 

After the interest rate increase, 
which had been signalled by hig? 
neri lending rates in the domestic 
money market, sterling recovered 
by over half a cent, to $1.1130. 

Sterling was hit by a wave of 
speculative selling in mid-January 
when reports circulated that the 
government would do nothing to 
slop it falling to parity against the 
dollar. 

Thar prompted the government 
to force interest rates lVz points 
higher on Jan. 14 and change cou- 
rse to support intervention in 
world currency markets — a move 
endorsed by finance ministers 
from the five leading Western 
industrial democracies in Was- 
hington just over a week ago. 

‘A very grave Grids’ 

Monday’s further interest-rate 
rise was seized on by the ruling 
Conservatives’ political opp- 
onents as evidence that gov- 


ernment economic management is 
in serious disarray. 

Opposition Labour Party spo- 
kesman Mr. Roy Jiattersley said: 
“The government’s financial pol- 
icy is in ruins.” 

Mr. Paul Neild, chief economist 
with leading stockbrokers, Phillips 
and Drew, described Monday's 
events as a “very grave crisis” for 
the government. 

Share prices on the London 
stock exchange suffered their big- 
gest tosses in a day on record. At 
1300 GMT the Financial Times 
30-share index of leading ind- 
ustrial shares was 43 points lower 
at 959.8. On Friday it closed at 
1 , 002 . 8 . 

Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher has recently insisted the 
pound is undervalued, particularly 
against the dollar. 

The government at first stood 
aside earlier this month while ste- 
rling dropped, presumably wel- 
coming the improved com- 
petitiveness of British goods in 
world export markets. 

* But it changed course because 
■ of fears that too great a fail in ste- 
rling would undermine its anti- 
inflation programme by sharply 
1 raising the costs of imported raw 
materials. It now appears to be try- 
ing to hold the pound above 
,$1.10. 


OPEC conference on pricing 
crisis opens with Oteiba walkout 


GENEVA (R) — Conflict over oil ' 
pricing policy marked the first ses- 
sion of an emergency Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) conference 
Monday, along with a walkout by 
a senior minister and a ban on a 
leading newspaper cor- 
respondent. 

In conversation with journalists 
before the meeting began, the 
ministers of Algeria and Libya 
were adamant that they would, 
oppose any change in OPECs- 
benchmark” .oil price of $29 per 
barrel. 

But Saudi Arabian Minister 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani said the 
benchmark was “not sacred” and 
conference president Dr. Subroto 
of Indonesia said-discussion of the 
marker was on the agenda. 

Lack oWS^nhifirtyon this vital 1 ' 
point was likely -to make-progress • 
difficult on adjusting the org- 
anisation’s overall price structure 
— the issue on which the meeting • 
was called. 

Only one hour after the 13 min- 
isters began their closed neg- 
otiation^ however. Dr. Mana Said 
AI Oteiba, oil minister of the Uni- 
ted Arab Emirates (UAE), eme- 
rged from the conference hall and 
said he was going home. 

Visibly angry, he accused Nig- 
erian Minister Tam David-West 
of “stabbing OPEC in the back” 
saying Nigeria was “undermining 
the pricing structure” by pro- 
ducing 1.7 million barrels of oil 
per day, well above hs agreed 
quota. 

The meeting recessed, and Pro- 
fessor David-West later left the 


conference hotel with ' Sheikh 
Yamani to see Dr. Oteiba som- 
ewhere in Geneva. 

Both of them made light of the 
incident. 

.“There was misunderstanding, 
an English expression that was not 
understood. He thought som- 
ething, and then it was clarified, 
and it’s over,” said Sheikh Yam- 
ani. 

He and Professor David-West 
later returned to the hotel tog- 
ether with an apparently mollified 
Oteiba. It was not clear whether 
the incident was over, but Dr. Ote- 
iba confirmed that he would be 
attending the sessions. 

Oil traders said the walkout 
knocked North Sea crude oil pri- 
ces on the European spot market. 
Brent prices dropped some 30 
cents per barrel and did not rec- 
over despite Dr. Ot&ba’s return'. - 

Speaking before Monday’s *«no; 
began. Dr. Oteiba had said the 
minister would consider three 
scenarios for cutting the price gap, 
or differentials, between light and 
heavy grades of oil. 

Of these, he said he favoured a 
middle road, reducing the max- 
imum gap, currently about $4, by 
nearly half. 

Producers of light crudes want 
this nano wing to be achieved by a 
sharp increase in the price of the 
cheaper heavy grades, currently 
favoured on world markets. 

Algeria’s B elk ace m Nabi told . 
Reuters he would oppose any cor- 
responding reduction in his own . 
country^- extralight grades, but 
this insistence was bound to be 
opposed by heavy producers. 


Sheikh Yamani said what was 
important was the average price of 
OPEC oil rather than that of a 
single crude. This meeting would 
not change that average by more 
than a few cents, he added. 

Such minor adjustment would, 
however, do little to solve OPECs 
problem that the official prices of 
most of its light oils are higher 
than free market rates. 

Failure to react to this reality is 
seen by analysts here as certain to 
push Britain, whose light oil com- ! 
petes with OPECs, into aba- 
ndoning fixed contract rates alt- 
ogether and relating its oil prices 
to the free market. 

Before the bfief morning ses- 
sion began, OPEC officials had 
barred entry to the hall to the Wall 
Street Journal's oil. cor- 
respondent, Mr/ Youssef Ibrahim . 

Mr. Ibrahim's accreditation was. 
withheld over an article in the 
newspaper last week describing a 
lavish life style he said was enj- 
oyed by oQ ministers, including' 
some whose countries face eco- 
nomic-austerity due to weak oil 
prices. 

“The feeling is that he has gone 
beyond the covering of oil con- 
ferences and entered into private 
lives," said conference chairman 
Dr. Subroto of Indonesia. 

Some other reporters took off 
their security badges in protest 
and were also refused admission 
to a brief public session before the 
ministerial conference began in 
earnest 

Mr. Ibrahim told Reuters it was 
not clear how long the ban on him 
would last. 


Peanuts 


EXPLAIN THIS, IF YOU CAN, 
CHUCK ..EVERYONE IN OUR 
CLASS HAP ID WRITE AN 
E55AY0N WHAT LIE PIP 
DURING CHRISTMAS VACATION 



WHEN I 6CT MINE BACK, 
THE TEACHER MAP GIVEN 
ME A "P MINUSf.. WELL. 
I'M USED TO THAT RI6HT, 
CHUCK? RIGHT \ 



NOW, GUESS WHAT.. ALL 
ITHOSE ESSAYS WENT INTO 
A CnYE55Af CONTEST, ANPl 
1 UlON.'EXPLAiN THAT, CHUCK 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



NON 1 SHOULD! 

BEASHAMED 
OF YOURSELF- 
SCROUNGING 
OFFA W3WW 



^V.IXT ,T? ™ 

"ANOTHEYTWfiCWITi 
BACK IN YOUR RACE 



LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices closed above lowest levels, having 
slumped to show largest ever foils after the four major U.K. banks 
increased their base lending rates by two points to a three year 
high. 

Dealers noted some bargain hunting but said that the market 
had earlier over-reacted and was due for a correction. 

The F.T. 30 share index at 1400 GMT fell 44.1 points to 95S.7 
before rallying to 970.7 at 1 500 GMT for a net fall of 3 1 .1 points. 
This index closed at a new high of 1,024.5 last Tuesday. The 
broader based FTSE 100 share index at 1 553 was down 26 points 
at 1,262.0 having touched a low of 1.241.7. 

ICI showed a net fall of 6pat 822 having touched 812, BTR was 
lOp off at 659 after 645 and Counaulds was Kp lower at 302 after 
135. 

B.P. moved to 496 from 5 16 before steadying to 505 in oils 
where Shell was a net 1 lp down at 705. Banks were as much as 
10p above lows leaving Midland with a 5p fall at 344. Insurances 
followed the general trend with General Accident closing 10 
cheaper at 528. 

Losses in government bonds ranging to 3 1 /; points were cut to 
about 2% points by the close. Gold shares stayed mixed thr- 
oughout the session and North Americans firmed. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
, the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.1090/1100 

U.S. dollars 

1.3249/52 

Canadian dollars 

3. 1 685/95 

West German marks 

3 3 815/30 

Dutch guilders 

2.6637/47 

Swiss francs 

63.35/39 

Belgian francs 

9.6850/6900 

French francs 

1952.0/4.0 

Italian lire 

254.15/25 

Japanese yen 

9.0450/0550 

Swedish crowns 

9.1750/1850 

Norwegian crowns 

11.2975/3075 

Danish crowns 

297.60/298.10 

U.S. dollars 





from the Cairoll Righter Institute 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, JAN. 20, 1985 

GENERAL. TENDENCIES: Early morning changes 
can actually work out to your advantage since they are 
followed by an opportunity to use your ingenuity to 
adopt a new an improved course of action. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get that new plan for- 
mulated so that you can handle all of your business af- 
fairs much better. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You have reached a 
stalemate with an associate so compromise is the only 
answer to save the relationship. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) An inspired thought 
early can help to make daily routines much better and 
easier, .so utilize it, and become more productive. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Be more will- 
_ ing to go along with the ideas of a friend even though 
you had made other plans for entertainment. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Study the conditions at home 
and figure out how best to improve them with the 
assistance of family ties. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Guard against an acci- 
dent or argument in the morning, and then you will be 
able to enjoy cohgenials. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Be sure not to be pushed 
into some situation you do not like in the morning, and 
later you have better judgment. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You feel inclined to 
make radical changes where personal relationships are 
concer ned, but this would only make matters worse. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You feel 
frustrated and want to upset the applecart in the morn- 
ing, but keep cool and after lunch all works out better. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Do not go along 
with that fina n cial idea which a friend offers you since 
it could lead to trouble. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Not a good day to 
get into ventures that are full of risk, so keep busy at 
safe routines. Show th«r. you are altruistic. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don’t permit some weari- 
some matter to keep you from making the contacts that 
can bring you greater success. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
possess great magnetism and have strength of purpose 
and not be easily swayed by others. Teach to listen 
carefully to others before reaching a decision, because 
once the mind is made up, nothing c a n change it. One 
who could do well at handling money. 


THE Dally Crossword by Albert L Misenko 


ACROSS 

1 Magna — 

7 Attractions 

13 Simba's mala 

14 Monstrously 

ugly 

16 Perfect person 

17 Go forward 

18 Prank 

IB Money 

21 Sets one 
against 
another 

22 Trawler 
equipment 

23 Varnish 
Ingredient 

24 Sp.aunt 

25 Pace 

27 John Jacob 
or Mary 

29 Explosive sound 

30 Outwit by 
scheming 

32 White wine 

34 FHot temper 

36 Willingly 

37 Astound 

*1 Pegged down 

45 Como in third 

46 Packs cargo 

48 Domesticated 

49 By means of 

50 Fish aggs 

51 Faby queen 

52 Consumes 

54 Benefits 

56 LoHobi 

57 SaBod 
pleasure 

59 Antique 
surfaces 

61 Destructive ant 

62 Compete 

53 Distance to 
be sounded 

64 Entertain 
sumptuously 
DOWN 

1 Hal 

2 Holder of 
unorthodox 
beitate 

3 Aritinof films 

4 Outfit 

5 Impl em ent 



01BS4 TrlDuno MmJU Sarvtcaa. Inc 
Al Rtfpns Awcamd 

6 Void* B 
marriage 
7, Carbonaceous 
material 
6 External 
covering 

9 Part of speech: 
abbr. 

10 Harvest 

11 Teecher*s side 

12 — pump 

13 Cadge 
15 Alt Baba's 

magic word 
20 Faunas 

26 PHch 

27 Sponsorship 

28 Archaeolo- 
gist's concern 

29 Become 
31 Moved quickly 
33 Social 
35 Platforms 

37 Outlook 

38 Cut through 
39- Inflict great 

pain 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


onrao nranaa anas 

00H0 00000 0(31(10 

0000 000ni0H0000 
000000 aann c 
^ 0000 00110 
00000000 000000 
0000 0000 000013 
0000 O0000 00OH 

000000 oanaoaoo 
,^ 000(3 nnua 
HB£LH naEii aaasiaia 
□monsaoaaa 000a 
0000 gmrana 0000 
□aoa 00000 0000 


40 Curved paint 

42 Layered 

43 Exude 

44 Lower in rank 
47 Niabewas 

one 


53 Fool 

54 Adam's son 

55 identical 

56 — monster 
58 Rest 

60 Pufl 
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India’s summit calls for 
nuclear deployment ban 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s six-nation disarmament 
summit adopted a joint declaration Monday calling 
' for an immediate ban on the testing, development 
and deployment of nuclear weapons. 


The declaration finalised by 
. Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the 
presidents of Argentina, Mexico 
and Tanzania and the prime min- 
isters of Sweden and Greece also 
.appealed for a halt to the mfl- 
[itarisation of space, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI) said. 

The six leaders met in a two- 
hour closed session to consider a 
draft declaration prepared by 
their officials. 

. An Indian government spo- 
kesman said the conference was 
also expected to decide how best 
to continue the disarmament ini- 
tiative which they launched last 
May. 

PTI said the six leaders would, 
launch a programme to mobilise ■ 
public support for their bid to halt - 
the nuclear arms race. 

Ambassadors of the five nuclear 
powers — the United States, the 
Soviet Union, China, Britain and 
France — would be told of the 


complex where India hosted the 
Commonwealth heads of gov- 
ernment conference and Non- 
Aligned Movement summit, both 
in 1983. 

“Security is at the same level as 
peace declaration by Indian Min- the previous two conferences and ■ 
ister of State for External Affairs lS just as intense although there 


Khurshed Alam Khan, it said. 

Paramilitary commandos 
armed with automatic weapons 
guarded the meeting hall called 
Vigyan Bhavan .or “House of 
Knowledge” while marksmen 
with rifles kept watch on nearby 
rooftops. 

The spokesman told Reuters - 
that Mr. Alam Khan would meet 
the five ambassadors later Mon- 
day. He said Monday’s dec- 
laration reiterated an appeal for 
disarmament made by the six nat- 
ions last May. 

But he said a new element was 
the call for a ban on the dev- 
elopment and deployment of nuc- 


are fewer people taking pan,” the 
spokesman said. 

Monday’s meeting marks Mr. 
Gandhi's debut on the int- 
ernational stage. India’s youngest 
leader took office shortly after his, 
mother and predecessor Indira 
was assassinated by two Sikh bod- 
yguards in October. 

On Saturday the Hindustan 
Times newspaper said four ass- 
assination squads from Punjab 
had penetrated the capital on a 
mission to kill Mr. Gandhi and 
India’s president, Zail Singh. 

PTI said Sunday Indian security 
forces had arrested more than 30 
Sikh extremists in the northern 
state of Jammu and Kashmir, adj- 


lear weapons in outer space “so . oining Punjab state. 


that space can be saved as a fro- 
ntier for peace.” 

Streets around the meeting hall 
were sealed off and barricades 
were put up at entrances to the 


Islamabad has denied Indian 
charges that extremists fighting 
for an independent Sikh nation in 
Punjab had been armed and tra- 
ined in Pakistan. 


China to revitalise 
Peoples’ Militia 


PEKING (R) — China plans to 
strengthen its Peoples' Militia and 
make it ready to combat a modem 
enemy which may resort to che- 
mical. germ and nuclear weapons, 
the China Daily said Monday. 

But the militia is still the crucial 
element in waging a war of res- 
istance against an enemy equ- 
ipped with superior weapon tec- 
hnology, an unnamed senior Min- 
istry of Defence official told the 
newspaper in an interview. 

The official also gave some rare 
details of recent policy and org- 
anisation of the raDitia. 

China is trying to modernise its 
four million-strong conventional 
armed forces but acknowledges 
that it has a long way to go before 
they can confidendy stand up to a 
mechanised and heavily-equipped 
opponent. 

Until then, Chinese strategists 
say policy is to hold the enemy as 
long as possible to give the 10 mil- 
lion militia fighters time to org- 
anise a protracted resistance in 
depth. 

China’s only possible large 
land-based threat could come 
from the Soviet Union which sus- 
tains large nuclear and con- 
ventional forces along its ext- 
ended frontier. 

The defence official said the 
link between the militia and army 
was undergoing a fundamental 
change. 

He said the policy was now to 
maintain fewer regular troops in 
peacetime but train enough res- 
erves for war by grouping units of 
young militia members with dem- 
obilised officers and troops. 

- Thechief of staffof the People's 
.Liberation Army (PLA), Yang 
Dezhi. has said more men would 
be demobbed this year to cut costs 
and provide a group of trained 
troops in civilian life. 

. The official said the raDitia was 
directly subordinate to com- 
manders of China’s 27 local mil- 
. itary districts and was divided into 
two sections. 


The first was a core militia of 
men and women aged 18 to 28 
who received regular weapons tra- 
ining, he said. The second, aged 29 
to 35, went into a mili tia reserve. 

He gave no numbers but the lat- 
est available report from the Lon- 
don Institute of Strategic Studies, 
which Western military experts 
say receives its data from Chinese 
military sources, puts the core at 
4.3 million and the rest at about 
six million. 

Western military experts said 
there were many more militia 
members on an irregular basis. 

Also Monday China repeated a 
warning to Communist Party off- 
icials who have been manipulating 
central policies to their own profit 
that economic crime will be rut- 
hlessly stamped out. 

Western diplomats said China’s 
new, more liberal economic pol- 
icies have brought great success 
but have also sparked a wave of 
corruption, and predicted a Cough 
clampdown. 

“The party Central Disciplinary 
Commission convened a meeting 
in Peking recently which agreed to 
ruthlessly wipe out the three evil 
trends amongst party and gov- 
ernment officials," said a major 
editorial published by all the main 
official newspapers. 

“The conference recognised 
these new, unhealthy tendencies 
severely undermine the smooth 
progress of economic reform,” the 
editorial said. 

The Chinese authorities, under 
the leadership of Deng Xiaoping, 
have shown no qualms about cra- 
cking down on crime when they 
believe it necessary, as last year’s 
severe assault on violent crime 
demonstrated. 

Chinese officials have told Reu- 
ters privately that economic crime 
is widespread and the official press 
has already reported executions of 
some corrupted officials. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOBJEN 
G1S84 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

USE ALL OF YOUR ASSETS 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
♦ JIO 
S? J986 
0 KQ976 
4* 63 

WEST EAST 
♦ Q9765 *8432 

A 107 Q54 

032 0 A 54 

*1098 * K 74 

SOUTH 
*AK 
OK32 
0 J108 
+ AQJ52 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 0 Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 
Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of * . 


Usually, you have to 
, develop only one suit for 
your contract. On occasion, 
you might need a second suit 
as well. But South felt his 
five-card suit made his hand 
too strong for an opening bid 
of one no trump. Although 
his jump rebid of two no 
trump was not forcing, North 
had just enough to go on to 
game. 

As happens when both 


partners bid aggressively, 
the final contract was 
tenuous. Even if decJarer 
could establish and run the 
diamonds, he would still need 
some club tricks for his con- 
tract. Then there was the 
chance a defender with three . 
‘diamonds to the ace could 
kill dummy by holding up. 
Declarer's solution was 
elegant. 

He won the opening lead 
and led the jack of diamonds, 
overtaking on the board with 
the queen. When East held 
up, declarer switched bis 
attention to clubs. The jack 
of dubs was finessed suc- 
cessfully, and declarer now 
* reverted to diamonds, over- 
taking his IQ with the king. 
East had to hold up again to 
prevent dedarer from bring- 
ing in the suit, but now 
dedarer was on the table to 
repeat the club finesse. 

He still needed a slice of 
luck. The finesse of the queen 
of dubs won as expected, and 
dedarer laid down the ace of 
clubs. When both defenders 
followed, everything bad 
come up roses. Declarer 
scored two spade tricks, two 
diamonds and five clubs — 
alt he had contracted for. 


India 

hands over 
Sri Lankan 
Navy crew 

NEW DELHI (R) — India Mon- 
day released seven Sri Lankans 
seized along with their naval pat- 
rol' craft earlier this month, the 
Press Trust of India (PTI) rep- 
orted. 

The Sri Lankans were detained 
on Jan. 11 and Indian authorities 
said they had entered India's ter- 
ritorial waters in the narrow Palk 
Strait separating the two cou- 
ntries. 

Sri Lanka denied the charge and 
demanded the vessel's return. 

The news agency said the seven 
men were handed over to Acting 
Deputy High Commissioner V. 
Jayanathan in the south Indian 
city of Madras. 

PTI did not mention the Sri 
Lankan boat. 

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
Shaui Hameed told parliament in 
Colombo four days ago that his 
government had secured the rel- 
ease of the craft and its crew. 

The same day a Colombo court 
freed 17 Indian fishermen charged 
with illegal fishing in Sri Lankan 
territorial waters. 

India has denied Sri Lankan 
charges that Tamil guerrillas fig- 
hting for a separate state in the 
north of the island are being tra- 
ined in southern India. 

Colombo has denied acc- 
usations that its security forces 
have attacked and, in some cases, 
killed Indian fishermen. 

Shuttle ends . 
military mission 

HOUSTON (R) — The space shu- 
ttle discovery completed its secret 
military mission in good con- 
dition, giving the U.S. space age- 
ncy a fine start in its 1985 
“shuttle-a-raonth" programme, 
agency officials reported. 

“There's no major damage at 
all,'' spokeswoman Lisa Malone 
said after Discovery landed at the 
Kennedy Space Centre in Florida 
Sunday following a three-day 
flight. ■ 

Now a veteran of three mis- 
sions, Discovery has not had any 
serious problems ‘ with the pro- 
cel ain tiles shielding its und- 
erbelly. 

The tiles on other shuttle veh- 
icles suffered damage from the 
heat of re-entry into the earth's 
atmosphere. 

The space agency and the air 
force issued no post-landing sta- 
tement on the latest mission, ref- 
using all comment about reports 
that Discovery deployed a satellite 
to intercept Soviet electronic tra- 
nsmissions. 

The air force said only that Dis- 
covery carried a booster rocket of 
the type that propels com- 
munications satellites into orbit. 

In its sole comment during the 
flight, the air force said the rocket 
“was deployed from the shuttle 
Discovery and successfully met its 
mission objectives ” 

Space agency officials declined 
to say whether the rocket, which 
malfunctioned two years ago in its 
only previous test, had worked 
this time. It is crucial to the success 
of four of this year’s flights. 

Discovery, which recovered two 
stranded communications sat- 
ellites from space last November, 
now gets a rest. 

Next month's mission is ass- 
igned to its sister-ship. Cha- 
llenger, which was removed from 
the secret mission when the adh- 
esive on 4,000 of its tiles bad to be 
replaced. 



j SHUTTLE LANDS: The space shuttle Dis- 
covery lands with its crew of five, after ending a 


mission for the Department of Defence, at Kennedy 
Space Centre Sunday (AP wirepboto) . 


25 die in Japanese bus accident 


NAGANO. Japan (R) — 
Twenty-five people, including 14 
woman students, were killed 
Monday when a bus carrying a 
party of skiers skidded off an icy 
road and plunged into a reservoir 
in this central Japanese city, police 
said. 

Eight male students, two drivers 


and a clerk were also found dead 
inside the submerged bus, police 
said. 

The remaining 21 people on 
board the bus managed to swim 
through the icy water to safety or 
were rescued, but eight of them 
were being treated at hospital for 
injuries and bruises, police said. 


Koji Ono, a 21 -year-old stu- 
dent, told reporters at a local hos- 
pital: “most of us were sleeping. I 
beard a big bang then the next 
moment our bus was falling/* 
The students were on their way 
to a ski resort, police said. 

'The cause of the accident was 
being investigated, they added. 


Gang fighting 
flares after 
murder of 
crime boss 

TOKYO (R) — Gang warfare has 
broken out in Japan after the 
murder of the nation's reputed top 

■ime boss, police reported Mon- 
day. 

The gang chief, 51 -year-old 
Masahisa Takenaka. was gunned 
down by three or four men in the 
lobby of an Osaka apartment 
block on Saturday night. He died 
Sunday night in hospital. Police 
said Mr. Takenaka' s two chief 
aides also were shot dead. 

Takenaka took over last J une as 
leader of the Yamaguchi Syn- 
dicate which police believe con- 
tains some 13,000 members. Pol- 
ice sources said his killers were 
thought to belong to the rival Ich- 
iwakai gang, a splinter group 
which broke . with Yamaguchi 
when Takendka took over. 

Police said one suspect arrested 
in the Takenaka shooting was a 
prominent Ichiwakai leader. 


6 Kanak 
rebels held 
for sabotage 

NOUMEA (R) — Six members of 
New Caledonia’s pro- 
independence rebel group have 
been arrested and three admitted 
sabotaging nickel mining equ- 
ipment, court sources said Mon- 
day. 

The three Kanaks from the 
group seeking independence from 
France for the troubled Pacific 
territory sabotaged most of the 
heavy trucking equipment at Soc- 
iete le Nickel in Kouaoua, the isl- 
and’s most important mine, five 
days ago, the sources added. 

They were charged with "org- 
anised damage and destruction” 
of the equipment. The three other 
men were charged with aiding and 
abetting them. 

Kouaoua was the territory's 
only remaining large supplier of 
ore since the mines at Thio were 
closed after Melanesian activists 
set up road blocks there in Nov- 
ember. 


Ershad’s opponents urge 
people ‘not to be misled’ 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh's 
opposition groups Monday des- 
cribed President Hossain Moh- 
ammad Ershad’s promise to ens- 
ure free parliamentary elections in 
April as a ruse and urged people 
not to be misled. 

' They said the election promise 
was mere propaganda to divert 
attention from growing political 
and economic instability and to 
buy time to consolidate the pow- 
ers of the military government. 

“Let us state clearly once again 
that the opposition parties are 
quite aware of what’s happening 
and they will not allow Ershad to 
hold a farcical election in the name 
of democracy,'’ the 15-party all- 
iance. headed by Sheikh Hasina 
Wazed, said in a statement. 

The seven-party alliance, led by 
Begum Khaleda Zla, said it would 
firmly oppose attempts to hold 
elections before the opposition 
conditions were met. 

“We believe in democracy and 
want it restored immediately but a 
congenial atmosphere for free and 
fair voting must be created first," 
the party said in a statement. 

The two alliances and other 
opposition groups charged that 1 
Gen. Ershad was still backing the 
pro-government Janadal Party 


which Monday announced that it< 
would contest all the 300 par- 
liamentary seats in the April 6 ele- 
ctions. 

Gen. Ershad, who seized power 
in March, 1982, has dropped Jan- 
adal ministers from his cabinet to 
meet opposition demands for set- 
ting up a non-political gov- 
ernment before the elections. He 
has also relaxed martial law. 

But opposition sources Monday 
said Gen. Ershad had made him- 
self more controversial after he 
allowed three members of his pre- 
sent cabinet to take part in Janadal 
electioneering. No official com- 
ments were available. 

Gen. Ershad Sunday told a pub- 
lic rally outside Dhaka that par- 
liamentary elections would be 
held . as scheduled. - 
“The elections cannot be pos- 
tponed for a third time now taking 
note of undemocratic and anti- 
people demands by the opposition 
groups,” he said. 

Gen. Ershad said Bangladesh 
was now ready for the .polls and 
their aspirations must be fulfilled. 

“The politicians do not have 
any respect for people's wishes. 
But I am a soldier and I must keep 
my words." he said. 


Filipino 
police 
clash with 
drivers 

MANILA (R) — At least nine 
. people were injured when police 
clashed with public transport dri- 
vers who went on strike Monday 
to back demands for a cot in petrol 
prices. 

Witnesses said the drivers, sup- 
ported by students, priests, and 
nuns, put up barricades in major 
streets in Manila and hurled rocks 
and home-made bombs against 
police baton charges. 

More than 50 people have been 
arrested in several parts of Manila 
since the strike started at dawn, 
said a spokesman for the Alliance 
of Concerned Transport Org- 
anisations (ACTO), the org- 
‘ anise rs of the strike. 

“But the strike will go on ind- 
efinitely until a satisfactory and 
meaningful solution to our dem- 
ands are met,” ATGO Chairman 
Bonifacio de Luna told reporters. 

Drivers want the cost of petrol 
cut to the level of Last October, the 
last time prices of pertoleum pro- 
ducts were raised by up to 17 per 
cent 

ATCO, which groups drivers 
and operators of the privately- 
owned “Jeepney” mini-buses, 
claim a membership of 200,000. 
There were no immediate reports 
of simil ar strikes in the provinces. 

The streets in some parts of 
Manila looked almost deserted as 
the strikers put up barricades in a 
bid to force other Jeepneys to join 
the strike. But several Jeepneys 
were seen in major streets where 
armed policemen guarded int- 
ersections. 

The Jeepney stoppage coi- 
ncided with the strike called by 
school teachers who stayed home 
to demand pay increases. - 


Few voters 
turn out 
in Bhopal 

BHOPAL. India (R) — Voting 
took place Monday for a par- 
liamentary seat in the central Ind- 
ian city of Bhopal, where last 
month’s general election was pos- 
tponed because of a gas leak which 
lolled more than 2,500 people. 

Election officials told reporters 
that, an hour and a half before the 
polls dosed, only a quarter of 
those eligible had voted. 

Several pressure groups in 
Bhopal had urged a boycott of the 
election to protest at what they 
called inadequate relief for victims 
of the gas. 

Black flags flew near the Union 
Carbide plant which leaked the 
gas on Dec. 3, causing the world’s 
worst industrial accident, wit- 
nesses said. 



Reindeer starve 
as food freezes 


N. Zealand to seek details on warships 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zea- 
land, which has banned port calls 
by nuclear vessels, Monday dec- 
ided to seek more information on 
the proposed visit here of a United 
States warship. 

Prime Minister David Lange 
told a news conference the cabinet 
Monday discussed the American 
req uest for a port calL The request 
had been accompanied by details 
of the vessel but the cabinet dec- 
ided it wanted more information, 
be said. 

The Labour Party, which came 
to power in elections last July 
upset the United States, a partner 
with Australia and New Zealand 
in the ANZUS defence treaty, by 
saying it would refuse to admit 
nuclear warships. 

The policy was also criticised by 


Australia which allows visit by 
nuclear-powered ships and those 
capable of carrying nuclear wea- 
pons. 

Mr. Lange said reports from the 
New Zealand Department of Def- 
ence and the External Intelligence 
Bureau failed to convince him that 
the warship would not carry nuc- 
lear weapons. 

“ We will be, in effect, seeking to 
be asbolutely confident that the 
vessel is not nuclear armed,” Mr. 
Lange said. 


“I wDl disclose that after the 
meeting/’ Mr. Lange said. 

The prime minister also said the 
vessel named by Washington was 
not nuclear-powered and was not 
the USS Robison as stated by a 
Wellington newspaper Monday. 

Asked wbether Washington 
had proposed any way out of the 
impasse, Mr. Lange said there had 
been some suggestions. He dec- 
lined to elaborate. 

Mr. Lange said he could decide 


“If I am not confident, it (the on the visit without Washington 
warship) will not come." changing its policy of refusing to 

Mr. Lange also said he would I say which ships were nuclear- 
put further questions to the Ame- armed. 

ricans Tuesday through the U.S. "It would be easy to come up 
embassy in Wellington but dec- with a logical cotaclusioo,” he said, 
lined to say who initiated the mee-j “There are 'vessels which are not 
ting. I capable of nuclear armament.” 


CIA claims lack of control over Nicaraguan rebels 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Off- 
icials of the administration of U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan say the 
lack of Cl Acontrol over the rebels 
it backs in Nicaragua have been 
made evident by Honduras’ cha- 
rges that the rebels have murdered 
political dissidents in Honduras. 

T?ie officials, who insisted on 
anonymity, said the Honduran 
allegations caught the CIA off 
guard. They said rebel leaders had 
assured the CIA that a key mil- 
itary officer allegedly implicated 
in the slayings had been expelled 
two years ago from the Nic- 
araguan Democratic Force. 

The U.S.-backed force, know in 
Nicaragua by its Spanish initials, 
FDN, has been fighting for four 
years to overthrow the leftist San- 
danista government in Nicaragua. 

U.S. officials expressed surprise 
last week when informed that, 
according to statements from two 
rebel leaders, the’ officer. Col. 
Ricardo “Chino” Lau, had not 
been purged but at least until last 
year was still with the group. 

“If Lau was there after January 
1983, it was clearly deceptive,” 
said one official familiar with U.S. 
efforts to rid the FDN of Lau and 
other National Guard officers who 
fought for longtime dictator Ana- 


stasio Somoza before his ove- 
rthrow in 1979. 

The official said FDN leaders, 
opposed to the purge, apparently 
derided to "fool” the Americans. 

Another official said the inc- 
ident showed that while the CIA 
had direct command and control 
over certain operations, such as 
the mining of Nicaragua's har- 
bours, the agency had only limited 
influence over the PON's internal 
operations. 

In an interview with the Ass- 
ociated Press. Edgar Chamorro, 
former FDN propaganda chief, 
said Lau was never ousted from 
the rebel group, as the CIA was 


administration this month in con- j 
election with a Honduran military 
investigation of the killings and 
disappearances of about 250 opp- , 
onents of the pro-American Hon- 
duran government. .. 

Honduran sources close to the 
investigation have said that since 
1980, Nicaraguan rebels had kil- 


was assured by rebel leaders that 
Lau was removed in January 
1983. 

But that timing conflicts with a 
statement by FDN President Ado- 
lfo Calero, published in the New 
York Times on April 12, 1984, in 
which Mr, Calero said he had rec- 


eived Lau's resignation several 

led 15 to 18 dra'denteon behalf of **** before ~ more thana year \ 
the Honduran military. One sou- ^ ie CIA was told Lau had 

ice said Lau was involved in some 

of those actions. I Asked about Lau last week, Mr. 

U.S. State Department spo- ’ C ^ cro “*> ^ “ n ° l FDN 
kesraan Bernard Kalb said last °“ cer but “could have been” 
week that the administration had ~” ore Mr ’ Ca5en> became an 
‘ no information which would sub- FDN leader at the of 1983 . 


told, but was simply moved from ' stantiate” the Honduran charges Con ^ onted with his statement to 

- * ‘ Last Wednesday, the CIA cir- *** Mr* Calero said he 

culated a secret report disputing “.“J 1 "* 160315 everything he 
the press accounts and quoting °® ve a y* 81 a 8°- 
some Honduran military officials, Chamorro said that 

as denying their investigation I ? ven departure date is 

would implicate the FDN. -incorrect He said that although 
FDN Spokesman Bosco Mat- !“ u “bmit his resignation to 
amoros ,also denied the all- ^ Calero, it was not accepted 
egatioos. He added that he bel- 55? Lau continued to direct the 
ieved Lau was removed during an . counter-intelligence ope- 
early reorganisation of the FDN, ratwns *. 
which was formed in 1981, but he Congress cut off covert CIA 
would not provide dates for Lau’s funding for the Nicaraguan rebels 


his post as the FDNs intelligence 
officer to head of the rebels’ 
counter-intelligence unit. 

In the new post, Lau reported 
directly to Enrique Bermudez, the 
FDNs top commander and ano- 
ther ex-Natlonal Guard officer, 
Mr. Chamorro said. 

Mr, Chamorro said he believed 
Lau’s continued presence was 
known to some CIA personnel In- 
the field, despite the U.S. claims of 
deception. Lau's current whe- 
reabouts could not be ascertained, 
and CIA spokesman George Lau- 
der refused to discuss the matter. 

Lau's name surfaced inside the 


involvement with the FDN. 

One U.S. official said the CIA 
began pressing FDN leaders to 
oust Lau in September 1982 and 


last year, but President Reagan is 
expected to push for new ass- 
istance after the congressional ban 
expires on Feb. 28. 


LULEA. Sweden (R) — Tho- 
usands of reindeer in Lapland arc 
starving because their forage froze 
in a midwinter cold spelLan agr- 
icultural board official said Mon- 
day. Bo rje Pettari, inspector at the 
board* s office in northern Sweden, 
said 30,000 reindeer in four Lap- 
pish villages were in imminent 
dangecand large numbers would 
have to be slaughtered during the 
spring. “The situation is close to 
catastrophic," be told Renters. He 
said the reindeer were being given 
emergency feed but added that 
this was extremely expensive, 
meaning that each animal would 
have eaten its entire commercial 
value by summer. 

Missionary, wife 
killed in Philippines 

MANILA (R) — An Australian 
missionary and his American wife 
were murdered Sunday in the nor- 
thern resort city of Baguio, Aus- 
tralian embassy sources said here 
Monday. They said Michael She- 
lling and his wife were found dead 
in a pool of blood but their two 
children, aged one and two, bad 
not been harmed. The embassy is 
sending a member of its staff to 
Baguio, 190 kilometres north of 
Manila, to take charge of the chi- 
ldren and get a full report on the 
murder. Manila newspapers said 
Shelling and his wife Janice, who 
worked for an or ganisat ion called 
Youth With A Mission ( YWAM). 
had gaping neck and head wou- 
nds. Two or more people broke 
into their house and attacked 
them with bolos (swords) but spa- 
red T the children, the newspapers 
said, adding that robbery app- 
eared to be the motive. . 

Rats flourish 
in their year 

TAIPEI (R) — Rats in Taipei had 
a prosperous year in the Chinese 
Lunar Year of the Rat and they 
now outnumber the city’s 2.3 mil- , 
lion people four to one, the city 
-fcouncH said Monday. A council 
official fold reporters the rat pop- 
ulation doubled last year mainly 
because many Chinese considered 
it unlucky to kill them during their 
year. He said an extermination 
campaign would begin next month . 
when the Chinese usher in the - 
year of the Ox. 

Reagan yearned for 
swashbuckling role 

P^EW YORK (AP) — U.S. Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan says that 
during bis acting days, he yearned 
to play a swashbuckling character 
like that of actor Errol Flynn, but 
couldn't seem to escape being cast 
-in light comedies. “When I was 
making pictures I had a running 
battle with Warner Bros.," Rea- 
gan told the current issue of Peo- 
ple Magazine. “They were suc- 
cessful pictures, but I wanted to do 
some more outdoor pictures. I 
wanted to play EztoI Flynn type of 
role,” Mr. Reagan said in an int- 
erview conducted several days 
before his Jan. 20 inauguration. 
On another topic, Mr. Reagan was 
asked about- his recent reunion 
with his son Michael following a 
' reported estrangement. Res- 
ponded Mr. Reagan: “Our pro- 
blem was mainly one of distance, 

and so when we eliminated the dis- 
tance, we eliminated the problem. 
There was much love in the room 
with the two families together, and 
the problems were resolved.” 

‘Amadeus’ wins 
4 Golden Globes 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The Film 
Amadeus, by British playwright 
Peter Shaffer. led the field with 
four Golden Globe awards at the 
annual Hollywood ceremony, inc- 
luding one for best dramatic film. 
The British film A Passage to 
India, was second with three awa- 
rds; including a Globe for Dame 
Peggy Ashcroft, a veteran of the 
British stage, for best supporting 
actress. Among other awards, pre- 
sented each year by the Hol- 
lywood Foreign Press Ass- 
ociation, British actor Dudley 
Moore was chosen best actor in a 
comedy for Micki and Maude, 
Sally field was named best dra- 
matic actress for Places in the 
Heart and Kathleen Turner was 
chosen best actress is a musical or 
comedy for Romancing the Stone 

. In an ironic twist, Tom Hulce, who 

played Mozart in Amadeus, lost 
out to F. Murray Abraham, who 
played rival composer Antonio 
Salien, as best dramatic actor. 
Hula received the award bn beh- 
alf of the absent Abraham before 
* s * ar ~ s * U(1(le ti audience, com- 
menting: “It is only fitting Mozart - 
should accept” 
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